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Assurance 


By Ida A. Guirey 


KNOW not how Christ dwells within 
my heart, 
But I believed, and now He doth impart 
A sacred sense of His abiding there, 
A sweet assurance of His love and care. 


I know not how He maketh all things 
new, 

But I believed, and this I've found is 
true— 


A wondrous change is in my being 
wrought; 
I am renewed in 


thought. 


heart and life and 


I know not how He all my need supplies, 

But I do know that Jesus satisfies; 

And more—above all we ask or think 

He giveth—living wells from which to 
drink. 


I know not how, but I know Him who 
gave 

Himself upon the cross my soul to save; 

That naught can separate me from His 
love; 

That I shall dwell with Him some day 
above. 


True or False? 


Many people are perplexed or thor- 


oughly deceived by strange teachings 
and false cults today. These spurious 
systems always hold out some bait to 


catch the unwary, such as promises of 


peace, power, prosperity, and healing, 
and there is generally a liberal sprin- 
kling of truth mixed with the error. But 
those who walking in the Spirit, 
meditating daily in the Bible, and sat- 
urated with the Scriptures are on their 
guard against the snares of Satan, and 
can generally distinguish the false from 
the true. Some striking illustrations of 
the danger of counterfeits in the spir- 


are 


itual realm are to be found in a recent 
booklet issued by the United States Se- 
cret Service and entitled “Know Your 
Money.” ! It is well illustrated with 


photographs, showing the equipment and 
the work of ccunterfeiters, and com- 
parisons of real and imitation bills and 


coins. There are portraits of the seven 
men whose faces appear on bills of 
seven different denominations. A series 


of pictures shcws how to protect gov- 
ernment checks. On one there is 
a picture in which cne half shows the 


page 


spotty copy of Hamilton's face as done 
by a counterfeiter, and the other half 
as it appears on a genuine ten-dollar 
bill. Under it are these words: “These, 


are enlargements of parts of the portraits 
and Treasury seals on good and bad $10 


bills This shows you why the best 
way to detect a bad bill is to ccmpare 
it with one you Know is good. If vou 


have a bill you think might be counter- 
feit, through the portrait and 


crease it 


< 


the opposite half of a 
portrait on a good bill. If the suspected 
bill is bad, this comparison will help 
you to detect it.” So it is with false 
doctrine and the strange cults that are 
cropping up like weeds today. Compare 
them with the Scriptures, which we 
know are the inspired Word of God, and 
the lies will appear. This is not always 
as complicated as it seems at first, for 
certain doctrines can be used as tests, 
such as the deity of Christ, His virgin 
birth, the blood atonement, the resur- 
rection of the body. The Apostle John 
refers to the Incarnation in this passage: 
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God: 


match it with 


because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world. Hereby know ye 
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is of God: and every spirit 
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is not of God: and 


this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof 
ye have heard that it should come; and 


even now already is it in the world” (1 


John 4:1-3) “To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no 


light in them” (Isa, 8:20). 


Documents, U. S. Gov- 
Washington 25, D. C., 


Superintendent of 
ernment Printing Office 
price, 15c. 
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|. The Superstitions of Academic Freedom 


This editorial by Ernest Gordon reviews, “God and Man at Yale,” by 


William F. Buckley, Jr 


(Henry Regnery Co., 20 


West Jackson Blwd., 


Chicago 4; $3.50.) 


HIS time help comes from an un- 


looked-for quarter, and is as com- 
petent as unexpected. The author 
of “God and Man at Yale” is a person 


of unusual courage. He began his at- 


tack on collegiate irreligion when an 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree” (Gal. 3:13). 




















undergraduate and brilliant editor of 
the Yale Daily News, For this he was 
plentifully assailed, but stood his ground 
fearlessly Now he continues in this 
ably written, incisive, courteous ex- 
posure of the way a Christian foundation 
has been betrayed and secularized. Wil- 
liam F. Buckley, Jr., has been dubbed 
by his opponents “the most dangerous 
undergraduate Yale has seen in years.” 
We can well believe it if, by “danger- 
ous,” one dangerous to the per- 
versions which have grown up all over 
the country under the shadow of what 
he calls “the superstitions of academic 
freedom.” 


means 
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He has all the equipment for his task, 
has led in academic life, has beaten 
Oxford debaters, writes with easy mas- 
tery. No one can ridicule him as an 
upstart. Can any answer him? It is 
a sad commentary on Protestant uni- 
versity life that we have had to wait 
for a Roman Catholic student to stand 
up for Christ, bravely and alone, among 
ten thousand other students. 

Much of his picture of Yale is taken 
up with the economic vagaries and red- 
dish hues of faculty members. This we 
pass by. We are more concerned with 
the opening chapter, which deals with 
religion at Yale. The situation is lit- 
tle different in the majority of American 
colleges, which fact multiplies the im- 
portance of this indictment. For the 
conclusion is reached that the weight 
of academic activity at Yale tends to 
subvert, rather than to reinforce, Chris- 
tianity. He marshals the proofs thereof 
seriatim in brief religious (or irre- 
ligious) pen portraits of certain profes- 
sors and in analyses of textbooks they 
commend and use. 

The University chaplain is spoken of 
respectfully and kindly. But the cause 
of Christianity suffers, in his case, from 
a treatment which focuses upon the Bible 
as “a monument over the grave of Chris- 
tianity.” Professor Schroeder, in his 
course, “Problems of Religious Thought,” 
“fails to seek to persuade his students 
to believe in Christ largely because he 
has not been completely able to con- 
vince himself.” Mr, Goodenough, who 
lectures on “Jesus and Judaism,” is a 
one-time Congregationalist minister, 
“now describing himself in his classes 
as 80 per cent atheist and 20 per cent 
agnostic.” T, M, Greene deals with “The 
Philosophy of Religion.” “His train of 
thought eventuates in ethics rather than 
in religion.” In spite, then, of the up- 
right testimony of Professor Latourette 
and of Mr. Walton, a Roman Catholic, 
the religious department of Yale “is far 
from being a source of pervasive Chris- 
tian influence. Fortunately its impact 
on the vast majority of students is negli- 
gible.” 

Oh, yes, there is a religious facade at 
Dwight Hall, but, behind this supposedly 
Christian front, the adulteration of 
Christian faith has gone so far that even 
the editor of its organ, Et Veritas, is an 
avowed agnostic. The much-sought-for 
function of “deacons” for Battell Chapel 
is likewise free from specifically Chris- 
tian note, when some of those elected 
as ushers can be atheists or agnostics. 

If this is done in the green tree of 
“religion” one can imagine what hap- 
pens in the dry of secular study. “It 
is not easy to find in the teaching facul- 
ties any whose bias is conspicuously pro- 


Christian.” But that is not all. There 
are militant atheists in the teaching 
corps, and they are here named. Prof. 


R. E. Turner, the most listened-to teacher 
in the history department, is one. “He 


has little mercy on God, or on those who 
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believe in Him, and little respect for 
the values that most undergraduates 
have been brought up to respect.” 
Then there is the sociologist, Raymond 
Kennedy, with the largest class at Yale. 
There was never any doubt of the con- 
tempt in which he held Christianity. 
Thus he described “chaplains accom- 
panying modern armies as comparable 
to witch doctors accompanying tribes.” 
“To my personal knowledge he _ sub- 
verted the faith of numbers of students 
who guilelessly entered his course hop- 


ing to learn sociology and [whol] left 
with the impression that faith in God 
and the scientific approach to human 


problems are mutually exclusive.” 

The philosopher, Paul Weiss, is a con- 
firmed debunker of the Christian re- 
ligicn. “Christ was a minor prophet 
a man of violent temper, a man of set 
ideas to which he didn’t conform. He 
responded to violence where he preached 
gentleness.” Dr. R. L. Calhoun of the 
Divinity School, who lectures in the 
University on “The History of Philosc- 
phy,” “like so many _ pro-Christian 
scholars, keeps his convictions largely to 
himself, so that it is impossible for the 
student to deduce whether or not Mr 
Calhoun is himself a Christian.” 

Another angle emerges in the case of 
Prof. G. P. Murdock, anthropologist. 
who in February, 1950, expressed the 
opinion that ethical and religious sanc- 
tions against premarital sexual inter- 
course were nothing but a “conscious 
insistence on an unrealistic and outworn 
code.” 

Textbooks are analyzed. They appear 
invariably to treat religion with silence 
except when they jeer at it, as, for ex- 
ample, Ruch’s “Psychology and Life,” 
which says, “It is interesting to note 
that, when the part of his brain thought 
by the phrenologists to be the center of 
religion is stimulated, a man twitches 
his leg.” J. F. Brown, “Psychclogy and 
the Social] Order,” insists that “science 
may well take the atheistic position 
which denies the existence of God, and 
of the mind without the body.” 

“The teachings of John Dewey.” com- 
ments Mr. Buckley, “have borne fruit, 
and there is surely not a department at 
Yale that is uncontaminated with the 

absolute that there are no absolutes, no 
intrinsic rights, no ultimate truths.” 

Then attention is called to the inaugu- 
ral address of the new president of Yale. 

The early Connecticut charter confer- 
red upon the president and Fellows of 
Yale “liberty to erect a collegiate school 
wherein youth may be instructed in the 
arts and sciences and who, through the 
blessing of Almighty God, may be fitted 
for public employment both for church 
and state.” But President Griswold in 
his address made no allusions to Al- 
mighty God or to the contributions to the 
good life which, for so many genera- 
tions, were regarded as the distinctive 
attribute of Christian education. He did 
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summon to the attention of his audience 
three “vital forces” at Yale which are 
Supported by powerful traditions, but 
Christianity was not one of them, 

(To be continued) 


yy 
Notes on Open Letters 


A “Unified Service” 
in Church and Sunday School 


The following interesting letter was 
received from Mr. Gedor W. Aldeen. a 
Christian businessman who is head of a 
large wholesale hardware business and 
a trustee of Wheaton College. The morn- 
ing service he describes is similar to that 
of the Non-Sectarian Fellowship Church. 
Limerick, Pa., Clarence H, Didden, pas- 
tor, of which the story was told in the 
TIMEs last August (Aug. 11, 18) 


I became interested in the article in 
your January 5 issue, “Shall We Have 
Sunday Schoc] 3efore or After 
Church?” by Theodore Simonson. The 
Evangelical Free Church of Rockford 
Ill.. of which I am a member and a 

_ teacher of one of the men’s classes 
head to make this decision now over 
fifteen vears ago. We have at present 

an enrollment of apprcximately 1.200 
and an average attendance of 1,000. 
Approximately one-half of the enroll- 
ment are adults, and we have several 
large men’s and women’s classes. also 
some mixed. 

For many years the Sunday school 
met from 9.30 to 10.30 and the morn- 
ing service started at 10.45 and lasted 
until about 12 or 12.15. This meant that 
the children as well as the adults had 
to stay in church two and a half hours 
or longer, which resulted in that many 
of the children and the young people 
went home or loitered around at soda 
fountains and candy counters on the 
business street a block away until the 
close of the morning service, 

As the number of families who came 
to church in their own car increased, 
this problem increased proportionately 
We then decided to move uv the morn- 
ing service to 10.30 and close promptly 
at 11.30. In this way we created what 
we call a “unified service.” The clos- 
ing bell rang about six or seven min- 
utes before 10.30, which afforded the 
classes sufficient time to break up and 
get seated in the main auditorium, The 
morning service is broadcast and must 
start on time. 

To care for the younger children 
too small to enjoy or benefit from the 
morning service, we have what we call 
“The Children’s Church,” a_ sort of 
miniature church with boys and girls 
acting as ushers, etc., and a pro*vram 
that interests children, and is differ- 
ent from the Sunday school. A few 
adults are present to assist in handling 
these youngsters, particularly if the 
morning service in the auditorium 
should run overtime, which creates 
a problem. The nursery cares for the 
very youngest during the Sunday 
school and the morning worship. 

This arrangement has resulted in 
that practically the entire Sunday 
school enrollment attends the morning 
service and comparatively few leave, 
and only strangers and visitors arrive 
for the morning service, and those who 

(Continued on page 209) 
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VI. Sowing Unbelief in Our Institutions of Learning 


Appalling illustrations of infidelity in the writings 
of college and even seminary professors 


VERY honest and law-abiding citi- 
zen in our nation, so greatly 
favored of Ged since the beginning 
has been shocked by 
1f dishonesty, cor- 
and perjury 
most 


of its colonial age, 
the recent exposures 
ruption, bribery, cheating 
so prevalent n ome of the 
important branches of our national gov- 
We are, however, in the de- 
peril in 


ernment 
monic grip of an even greate! 
our nation today, and if all the facts 
were assembled and published (‘and they 
should be). millions of Christians would 
be astonished and alarmed at the con- 
ditions thus exposed. I am referring t 
the pewerful fore it work in our in- 
f higher 


education (colleges, 


stitutions ¢ 
universities. and theological seminaries), 
that are purposely undermining the very 
foundations of faith in God 
in the Word of God, and the acknow] 
Saviour and Son of 


confidence 


edging of Christ 
God. 

Forty years ago, the then well-known 
leader in Christian education. Dr. Walter 
S. Athearn nation of what 
was happening, but hi varning went 
Our colleges,” 


warned Ou! 


unheeded by the church 
he wrote, “are en work of 


shattering religious conceptions and 


ed tn tne 


ignoring the consequences” (“The 
Church School.” Boston, 1914, p. 256) 
We are now beginnit t ee the fear- 
ful results of thi vork of destruction 
but the forces en ed in this evil task 
are more generally distributed, and more 
powerfully entrenched today than when 


Dr. Athearn wrote I can only barely 
tceuch upon this cancerous condition in 


this brief article 


Agnosticism Among Teachers 
Let me begin by uoting fro ty 
widely separated centers of teaching, as 
recorded in a significant volume, recently 
published by the Church Peace Union 
of New York City (through the house 

of Prentice-Hall) Religious 

Werld Culture.” This is a_ series of 
studies bs eighteen acknowledged 
thought in cw 


Faith and 


generation 
William Loos. In an 
Situation We Face.” 

iuthor of the “Sci 


leaders of 
edited by Dr. A 
early essay, “The 
by Dr. K. G Collie: 
ence of Humanity.” and senior lecturer 
in Education. St. Luke’s College, Exeter, 
Eng., it is confessed Modern man ¢i 

almost incapable of realizing vividly his 
need of, and dependence on God. The 
of a God alt 
earth might flee 


conception whose 


heaven and 


very 
breath 
away, has 
(p. 25). 

In the same volume, Dr. Martin Buber, 
Philosophy in the 
Jerusalem, and 


become faint and unreal” 


professor of Social 
Hebrew University in 


As Ernest Gordon says in the lead- 
ing editorial that begins in this issue, 
“The first step toward reformation is 
documentary knowledge of the ex- 
tent of perversion.” Quoting a recent 
book on Yale University, Mr. Gordon 
gives a sad picture of what is going 
on in that institution. In this seventh 
article in his series, Dr. Smith adds 
more evidence from the writings of 
teachers in a number of other 
schools. It is not pleasant reading. 
but the facts need to be known, in 
order that the Christian public may 
be warned and aroused. The eighth 
article in Dr. Smith’s series will 
appear in an early issue. 








correctly characterized as “one of the 


foremost creative religious philosophers” 


of our day, in his article. “Religion and 
Reality.” similarly says, with anguish 
and sorrow ‘There was once time 
when a man invoking a god in true dedi- 
cation to him, really meant God Him- 


of God 3ut this 
time is no longe1 Eclipse of the light 
of heaven, eclipse of God—such indeed 
is the character of the 
through which the world is passing” (p 
57) This is a true delineation of the 
world today 


self, the divinity 


historic hour 


with, of course, one great 
and glorious exception—those who con- 
fess Christ as Lord 

What are the causes of such deepening 
irreligiousnes ind indifference to God 
in ou They are many ind 
Christian needs to 
careful and 
Here I want only t 


world”? 
ive the subject most 
prolonged consideration 
mention, with re- 
grettable brevity. one cause, though pos 
sibly the influential of all that 
could be named: the destruction of con- 
the Word of God on the part 


educators 


most 


fidence i 
of the reat majority of out 
teachers, and writers today (Have you 


ever seriously considered, speaking of 
writers, how almost every winner of the 
Nobel 


pronounced protagonist of the 
faith?) Let me illustrate 


literature, has been 


Christian 


prize in 


generally and 
specifically. 

Probably the greatest concentration of 
able ‘ 
generation, and unitedly conspiring to 
do everything within their power to de- 
stroy faith in the great realities of Chris- 
tian truth, is to be found in Teacher's 
College, Columbia University Among 
them are John Dewey, W. P. Montague, 
pronounced anti-supe1 
unbelief has 


men engaged in teaching in our 


and others. all 
naturalists. 
deeply stamped on 
and women who held important teaching 
Many of these 


whose been 


thousands of men 


positions in our country 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


teachers are now employed in our de- 
nominational colleges. Only a week be- 
fore the writing of this article, I talked 
with a man who is now working for a 
master’s degree in education in a de- 
college, and asked him 
about his teachers. He told me his pro- 
fessor of philosophy was not only an 
enemy of the Christian faith, but openly 
proclaims his unbelief in the classroom, 
and declares it in all he writes Not 
long ago in the Chicago area, I drove 
home in my car with the head of the 
department of religion in one of the 
greatest universities in America, orig- 
inally established by devout Christians, 
who happened to remark that the one 
who had had more influence over him 
than any other man in America was 
the late George Albert Coe “But,” I 
said, “Coe finally denied a sovereign God 


nominational 


and made man to be the true God.” 
“Nevertheless.” he replied, “Coe is my 


ideal!” 


Apostasy in Seminaries 
We can be specific and enter the halls 
of a theological seminary—the Divinity 
School of Harvard University. The Pro- 
Theology there for the last 
century has been Dr, Jo- 


fessor of 


quarter of 


hannes A. C, Auer His own students 
agree in saying that Auer often Says 
to the future clergymen who are study- 


ing under hin There may be a God, 
seen any evidence to 
Aue 
defended this position in 
His field of teaching 
is theology—the’ knowledge of God! 


but I have neve 
persuade me that there is one.” 
has recently 


published work 


Harvard has been reaping the deserved 
dead fruit of that kind of teaching. Her 
Divinity School 
in numbers of students and 
influence that in the Harvard Alumni 
Bulletin for February 11, this year, the 
announcement is made that the Divinity 
School is to assemble an entirely new 
faculty, and that 
launched for five 


once so rigorous, has 


sunk so low 


drive will now be 
million dcllars for 
added endowment Dr, Conant, 
dent of Harvard University, says that 
“for some time there has been increasing 


presi- 


evidence to have the Harvard 
School revitalized and given more the 
character of a center of religious learn- 
ing. This is due in part to world con- 
ditions, in part te the realization of moral 
laxity in our own country, and in part 
to the 
ministry of 


Divinity 


necessity for strengthening the 
Protestant denominations.” 
What can any divinity school do, or ever 
dream of doing, to “strengthen the min- 
istrv” of the Christian church when its 
professor of theology does not even be- 


lieve in a living God? 
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Let me turn to another seminary in 
our land, once true to the great his- 
toric affirmations of the Reformed faith 
—Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va. One of its most influential 
professors for the last twenty years has 
been Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson. Re- 
cently in an address at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga., Dr. 
Thompson declared that “the traditional 
view of Biblical inerrancy has been gen- 
erally abandoned.” And then he pro- 
ceeded to give six reasons why people 
have lost confidence in the Bible—and, 
as far as I can see, no reference to those 
things that should strengthen our faith 
in the Bible. His fourth “explanation of 
the Bible’s neglect” is “the seeming ir- 
relevance of much of its teachings to 
the concrete realities of our modern 
world. Even in the New Testament peo- 
ple feel that conditions in Palestine were 
different, that they have no meaning for 
our present day. They do not find the 
answer here to problems that we face 
in the economic realm, the international 
realm, or even in the political realm.” 
The professor quotes a number of rank 
unbelievers with approval, but he ridi- 
cules Calvin. He exaggerates the results 
of a “literal” interpretation of the Bible, 
without stating the other side of the 
problem. He says we need more Bible 
teaching, but, he says that the idea that 
God was somehow near to those who 
wrote the Scriptures in a way in which 
He is not near to us at the present time 
is a “childish notion.” For him the early 
chapters of Genesis are allegorical, Parts 
of Isaiah, for him, were of exilic origin, 
and he would seem to believe that Dan- 
iel was composed in the second century 
B.C. From what I know of theological 
education in this country today, it is not 
an exaggeration to say that less than ten 
per cent of our seminaries hold to the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, 


Let me conclude with one or two ref- 
erences to secular universities. For 
mariy years Dr, Richard W. Boynton, a 
Unitarian minister, served as professor 
of Philosophy in the University of Buf- 
falo. Now, at the close of his life, he 
has published what he has been teaching 
thousands of students in the preceding 
years, a volume entitled “Beyond My- 
thology” (Doubleday). In this work Dr, 
Boynton declares that “virtually every- 
thing that has been learned about the 
physical universe since Copernicus, and 
about living things—including man— 
since Darwin, is in flagrant contradic- 
tion with those teachings [of the Chris- 
tian faith], and especially with their 
basic and controlling assumption of the 
reality of the supernatural.” The mir- 
acles of Jesus never occurred. The Gos- 
pel writers were, in his words, “liars.” 
There is no sovereign God. All values 
are to be determined humanistically. 


At the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, with 20,000 students, founded by 
believing Methodists sixty years ago, its 
professor of World Religion, Dr, Floyd 
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H. Ross, in his latest book, “Addressed 
to Christians” (Harpers), has dared to 
say that the “worship of Christ is itself 
a form of idolatry,” that God can work 
just as well through Buddha or Krishna 
symbols as through Christ, and (you 
will rub your eyes in astonishment when 
you read this) that, ‘‘a large part of the 
educational task today within the Chris- 
tian fold is to guide people in such a 
way that they no longer feel it neces- 
sary to search the Christian Scriptures 
. .. [which] stultifies the life of faith.” 

I have space for only one more illus- 
tration. For nearly forty years the out- 
standing professor in the department of 
Philosophy at the University of Wis- 
consin, in Madison, has been Dr. Max 
C. Otto. For all of those forty years 
he has been passionately denouncing the 
existence of God, and everything that 
could be called supernatural. His earlier 
writings have had an enormous influ- 
ence. Now some of his scattered essays 
have been gathered together in a volume 
in the New American Library series, and 
can be found in a convenient, 35-cent 
edition, in all the bookstores, and many 
of the five-and-ten cent stores of our 
country. “Institutionalized supernatural- 
ism” he says, by which he means the 
Christian church, “directly and indirectly 
works to impair, to undermine, to bring 
to naught a naturalistic way of life 
which is intent upon increasing the satis- 
factoriness and dignity of daily experi- 
ence for all men.” “Maybe we had 


V. Our Omnipotent God 
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better get back to God as defined by the 
authoritarians, but why not a little proof 
that there is such a God?” This is war 
on the Christian faith, and in the hearts 
of thousands of this professor’s students 
the war has been won by naturalism, 
The glowing, commendatory preface to 
this book, and a concluding page of 
eulogy are written, respectively, by Dr, 
Eduard C. Lindeman, professor of Social 
Philosophy at the New York School of 
Social Work, Columbia University, and 
Dr, Frederick Burkhardt, president of 
Bennington College, Bennington, Vt. 

What the Apostle Paul prophesies re- 
garding the antagonism of men in gen- 
eral to the faith, in the last days, in his 
pastoral Epistles, is exactly what we are 
beholding in this country today. He 
said men would “depart from” (1 Tim. 
4:1), “turn away” from (2 Tim, 4:4), 
“put away” (1 Tim. 1:19), resist (2 Tim, 
3:7), deny (1 Tim, 5:8), and “not en- 
dure” (2 Tim. 4:3), the Faith, the Truth, 
the Word of God. But there is another 
side to this, for those who reject the 
truth are those who will be found “giv- 
ing heed to seducing spirits and doc- 
trines of demons” (1 Tim, 4:1, R.V.). 
These are satanic agents of deception, 
whose activity will prepare the world 
for the worship of the false prophet 
himself, by whom all the nations of the 
earth will be deceived. Thank God for 
One who redeems us from such powers 
of darkness! 

(To be continued) 


He is able to keep His promises 


E HAVE been thinking in a num- 

ber of these articles of some of the 
things we are told in Scripture that the 
Lord is able to do for His people, that 
is, for all who come to Him in trust and 
obedience. In this article we shall con- 
sider still another, and the portion that 
speaks to us of it is Romans 4:21, 22. 
Speaking of Abraham of old, Paul 
writes: 

“Being fully assured that what he [the 
Lord] had promised, he was able also 
to perform. Wherefore also it was reck- 
oned unto him [Abraham] for righteous- 
ness” (R.V.). That is a remarkable 
statement in itself and also in its mean- 
ing for us, for the apostle then 
on to say, “Now it was not written for 
his [Abraham’s! sake alcne, that it was 


2o0es 


reckoned unto him: but for our sake 
also, unto whom it shall be reckoned, 
who believe on him that raised Jesus 


our Lord from the dead, who was de- 
livered up for our trespasses, and was 
raised for our justification” (Rom, 4: 
23-25, R.V.). 

What Paul is saying in these verses 
is that, because Abraham believed that 
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God was able to do just what He had 
promised, even though from a human 
standpoint it was outside the range of 
possibility, that faith on Abraham’s part 
was reckoned by God as something of 
far greater worth than all the good deeds 
he had done, and because of his faith 
Abraham was regarded as a righteous 
person by God. This fact is recorded, 
the apostle goes on to state, for our sakes, 
that we, through a similar faith in our 
hearts, may enter into the same happy 
and holy relationship with God and be 
regarded by Him also as righteous. 

Abraham is used by the Apostle Paul 
as the classic example and illustration 
of the great doctrine of justification by 
faith—a doctrine that has been at the 
very center of the Christian faith from 
the very beginning and that has received 
fresh impetus and emphasis in the Prot- 
estant church at the time of the Refor- 
mation. 

In order to understand the full mean- 
ing of the verse of which we are think- 
ing. it is necessary to refresh our mem- 
ories concerning the particular event in 
Abraham’s life to which Paul was re- 
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ferring. When Abraham was seventy- 
five years old, he received a call from 
God, and with it a magnificent promise. 
The call was to leave his home in Haran 
and to say farewell to his kindred, and 
to depart for a distant land to which 
God Himself would lead him, The prom- 
ise contained five great clauses, one of 
which was that God would give him a 
son, and that through his seed universal 
blessing would come to all. Abraham’s 
wife, Sarah, was sixty-five years old at 
that time, and neither son nor daughter 
had been born to them. Not only so, 
these two had to wait for twenty-five 
years after the promise had been given 
to them before God fulfilled it through 
the birth of their son, Isaac. To quote 
Paul again, in speaking of Abraham: 

“Without being weakened in faith he 
considered his Own body now as good 
as dead ‘he being about a hundred years 
old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 
yet, looking unto the promise of God, 
he wavered not through unbelief, but 
waxed strong through faith, giving glory 
to God, and being fully assured that what 
he had promised, he was able also to per- 
form. Wherefore also it was reckoned 
unto him for righteousness” (Rom, 4: 
19-21). 

Abraham’s faith that God would keep 
His promise, impossible though it must 
have seemed at the time, was the cause 
of God’s regarding him as a righteous 
man. On that God dealt with 
Abraham, giving him all that He had 
promised—a son through whom a nation 


basis 


came into being, a land for that nation 
to possess and enjoy, a name great and 
revered by millions, and a “seed” who 
has brought untold blessings to the 
whole human race, Christ 
our Lord, 

One other clause was contained in that 
promise, namely, that whosoever should 
curse Abraham’s seed should be cursed 
of God, and should bless him 
should in turn receive a blessing from 
God. This last clause is the key to the 
history of the Jewish people and of all 
those nations with whom they have been 
connected. Those who have oppressed 
and persecuted them have all eventually 
been called upon to pay the price for 
their hatred and cruelty, and the pages 
of history once 
proud and mighty peoples who in past 
centuries persecuted God’s people and 
who are remembered only in name, 
while the little people whom they per- 
secuted still remain and maintain their 
national existence. The other half of 
that promise also has been fulfilled, and 
those nations that have befriended Abra- 
ham’s seed have been blessed with pros- 
perity and freedom by God, 

These verses reveal one lesson with 
unmistakable clearness—what God de- 
sires first of all in every man is not 
good conduct, nor is it good character, 
it is faith in God Himself; confidence 
that He is able to perform that which 
He has promised. That is a confidence 


even Jesus 


whoso 


record the names of 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


that enables the one who possesses it 
to step out on God’s promises, not look- 
ing at the conditions and prospects about 
him, not looking to himself to do some- 
thing, but looking to the Lord in faith 
to do all that is necessary and that must 
be done in order to bring life and sal- 
vation in the place of death and hope- 
lessness. 

Those words, as we have seen, were 
written for us who believe. They give 
us the secret of our possessing the right 
relationship with God. Unfortunately, 
it is a matter that is so often lost sight 
of today, and by many it is openly de- 
nied. The issue may be brought before 
us by asking a question: “How can I 
get right with God?” “What must I do 
in order to appear as righteous in His 
sight?” A good many answers are often 
given and most of them are quite wrong. 
As a rule, they will fall into one of two 
groups: one says, Keep on doing good 
and you will become good in God’s sight, 
and the other says, Keep on being good 
and you will become righteous in God’s 
sight. The answer, then, according to 
those two groups, lies either in conduct 
or in character. 

The same answers are found in nearly 
all of what the world regards as and 
calls “religion.” “Religion” has often 
been defined as man seeking God, but 
Christianity in its historic position, or 
the Gospel, is just the opposite. It is 
defined as God seeking man. God must 
seek man, if man is to know God, for 
man can never find Him by himself, and 
for exactly the man can 
never make himself righteous or good in 
God's holy sight and by God's absolute 
standards, either by attempting to do 
good or by attempting to be good. For 
anyone to attempt to appear as right- 
eous in God's sight, through reliance on 
his own conduct or character, is just as 
absurd as to seek to lift himself by his 
own boot straps The closer a man 
draws to God and the more clearly he 
understands God’s absolute righteous- 
ness and holiness, the more conscious he 
becomes of his own unworthiness and of 
the sinfulness of his own heart and life. 
That is the reason that all great saints 
have been characterized by humility. 
Having had a glimpse of the brightness 
of the glory of God's being, they have 
taken their stand with the great Apostle 
Paul who said, “I know that in me, that 
is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” 

This realization and confession of one’s 
own helplessness and hopelessness before 
God is always and of necessity the first 
step in becoming righteous in His sight. 
The next step is that of Abraham, who 
was fully assured that what God had 
promised He was able also to perform, 
No matter how deeply a man may be 
conscious of his sins and of his sinful- 
ness, God has promised to justify him 
the moment that he accepts the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, who died for 
him and in his place, and as his Lord 
to whom he joyfully surrenders his life. 


Same reason 
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That moment the miracle takes place, 
his past record of failure and sin is 
washed away, a new life and power is 
poured into his heart, and he is born 
again as a child of God, beginning life 
on a new plane, in a new relationship to 
God, and with a new goal and purpose 
and certainty. This all is brought about 
by an act of faith in God’s ability and 
readiness to keep His promises of life 
out of death, of strength out of weak- 
ness, and of victory out of defeat. As 
we step out on those promises, God be- 
gins to work in us and on our behalf 
and the miracle of a new life and a 
transformed life takes place. 

This is the heart of the Gospel or 
Good News, and this is the message of 
salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ 
who gave Himself that we might live 
Having taken the first step of faith by 
accepting Christ Jesus as Saviour and 
Lord, we have only just begun a life that 
must be lived out in the same atmos- 
phere of believing God will keep all His 
promises, upon which we must step out 
It is so easy to let down and depend on 
ourselves, whereas, in order to grow, 
we must continue to press on in faith 
believing. 

Our God and Father, we praise Thee 
for the initial step of faith which Thou 
didst lead us to take when we first came 
to know Thee. Enable us to step out 
and to go on in faith, that our lives may 
be deepened and enriched and that Thy 
name may be glorified. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, amen, 


(To be continued) 


A “Unified Service” in Church 
and Sunday School 


(Continued from second page) 
attend regularly are soon invited to 
one of the adult classes. 

The opening exercises in the main 
auditorium last until about 9.55 or 10, 
which gives the teachers from 20 to 25 
minutes for the lesson. The pastor has 
from 25 to 30 minutes for the sermon, 
which, considering the large variation 
in the ages of his audience, is prob- 
ably sufficient, 

As stated, this is not an experiment, 
but has been our practice for so many 
years that most of us have forgotten 
when we started. It has been a great 
blessing to our Sunday school and 
church. In too many churches the 
Sunday school is one thing and the 
morning service another. The Sunday 
school should “lead” in the growth of 
a church; but it must not become an 
end in itself. If the growth of the 
Sunday school is not ultimately re- 
flected in the growth of the church at- 
tendance, it has failed or something is 
wrong. 

This unified service has also helped 
to hold the young people who have 
passed what we call the confirmation 
age, and carry them over this critical 
period where most churches lose them, 
The adult classes have _ succeeded, 
though not in all cases by any means, 
to hold them in the church until they 
have made a definite decision for the 
Lord and joined the church. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





PROFESSOR in the French Uni- 
A crso of Dijon, M. Talon, has 

published a great life of John 
Bunyan (English translation issued by 
Rockliff of London, 25 shillings), This 
is described as among the best, if 
not the very best. The author ap- 
pears to have read everything that 


has been written about Bunyan, and the 
eight sections of the biblicgraphy would 
fill a small library. “The Puritans,” 
says M. Talon, and he is thinking of 
Bunyan, “gave England its love of music 
and its veneration for the home.” One 
thinks of Bunyan’s twelve years of 
lonely separation from his family in the 
dank Bedford prison: also of his love of 
music which led him to improvise a flute 
out of a chair leg. This was quickly 
back in the chair when the prison guard 
could be heard coming. 

This biography is a striking fact. What 
person in the church of Laud and his 
fellow persecutors of Bunyan'’s day 
would engage the study cf a cultivated 
French professor of the twentieth cen- 
tury? How many of them have been 
recorded in a literature which would 
fill a small library? Yet this honor has 
fallen to the tinker of Bedford. 


A French Catholic priest, head of the 
Madredsous Abbey in Paris, Dom Char- 
lier, has published a book with the title 
“La lecture chrétienne de la _ Bible” 
(“The Christian Reading of the Bible”). 
He calls attention to the fact that in 
France many of the laity, especially in 
educated circles, are manifesting an ear- 
nest desire to read the Word of God, 
dragging along with them some clergy. 
particularly among open-minded theo- 
logians. “This is not an organized move- 
ment,” he says, “but, a little everywhere, 
the initiative is awakening among dif- 
ferent groups. The most significant thing 
is that the call for the Word ccmes from 
the laity of the Church. The clergy 
retains from its seminary courses little 
more than the memory of a tiresome 
apologetic of dry technical study. Yet it 
feels the need of a renewal of inner life, 
What we are experiencing is a curious 
return of the laity to the Bible.” 

His own bock, he says, “is written to 
aid the inexperienced, but educated, to 


find in the Bible the authentic source 
of their Christian life. Such Christians 
show themselves more and more tired 


of the Ersatz 
the German word for 
which have been showered on them for 
centuries past, and feel the need of a 
profound revitalization.” 

Among French Catholic wageworkers 
is reported an openly expressed desire 
for the Scriptures, not only in Catholic 
Action and among the Jocists, but in 


(he uses contemptuously 
“substitutes” 


numerous other groups. The president 
of the League of the Gospel, Pére Gour- 
billon, writing in Le Témoinage Chrétien 
(Christian Testimony), quotes from let- 
ters of the common people. These ex- 
press their grieved amazement that the 
Bible has been so neglected by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in its teaching. 
Thus: 

“It is a scandal that the Bible 
little known.” 

“Why,” writes a teacher, “have Catho- 
lics abandoned the Bible? Why is it 
that I, twenty-two vears of have 
never been counseled by a priest to read 
it? Is this the reason why there are 
actually in the church so few living 
Christians?” 

Another: “Most of the priests do not 
themselves know the Bible. Many have 
acknowledged _ to that they never 
have read the Old Testament. I do not 
blame them. They have not found in 
their life-course anyone to help them to 
its reading. But of what assistance can 
they then be to their parishioners?” 

Again: “Why do our priests and 
preachers not more often speak of the 
Old Testament? Allow me to express 
my astonishment and my regret.” 

M. Chastand, whe writes in Le Chris- 
tianisme of stirrings, thinks the 
long, patient the Bible soci- 
eties are at last bearing fruit. Also that, 
in the concentration camps and other 
places of captivity during the last war. 
many coming in contact with Protestants 
have learned about the Bible, and this 
includes priests. Anyway, the following 


is so 


age, 


me 


these 
labors of 


facts are to be noted, and are encour- 
aging: 
A new editicn of the Bible of Abbé 


Crampon, an excellent Roman Catholic 
version, has just been printed. 

The first edition of 4,000 Bibles issued 
at Madredsous has been sold out in no 
time, 

The Du Cerf publishers continue the 
periodic issue of Bible portions trans- 
lated by the Ecole Biblique in Jeru- 
salem, 

Sixty thousand copies of a Bible care- 
fully edited by Cardinal Liénart are now 
offered the public. 

Fervent Catholics, as M. Daniel Rops, 
have been scardalized by the fact that 
Catholics have been obliged to turn to 
Protestants to obtain a Bible, 

Perhaps that time is passing, 


The Boston Monday Lectures brought 
to the lecturer, Joseph Cook, much con- 


temptuous depreciation from _ Boston 
Unitarianism. He was set for the de- 
fense of the Gospel, and did it ably, 


and was also an effective supporter of 
moral reforms. His influence was alto- 
gether good. He was, too, an interested 
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supporter of foreign missions, and jn 
his will left to the Board of Foreig; 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 


U.S.A., his entire property to found a 
lectureship “in defense of Christianity 
by some thoroughly competent preache; 
or theological professor.” The lecturer 
was to “be chosen by the said Board 
and to visit in succession the principal 
cities of India, China, and Japan, 

I recall very well his vigorous speech 
on the floor of an American Board meet. 
ing (the Foreign Mission Society of the 
Congregationalists), in protest against 
the appcintment to the foreign field of 
a Modernist theological student. It was 
at the time when the camel's nose was 


just pushing itself past the tent flap 
Now hump and all are within! The 
Presbyterian Board, to whom he en- 


trusted his little all, has, with complete 
cynicism, done just what he _ wished 
above all should not be done—appointed 
a Modernist, Dr. G. A. Buttrick, lecturer 
in the Far East on his foundation, 

There is no need to describe the extent 
to which Dr. Buttrick has wandered from 
orthodoxy. It is obvious in his book, 
“The Christian Fact and Modern Doubt.” 
He must know, as well as the Presby- 
terian Board which has sent him out, 
how little suited he is to serve as Joseph 
Cook’s representative, 

Wise Christians would do well to con- 
sider whether it is longer feasible to 
bequeath money to any object save for 
immediate use, 


Economic reports from Israel are in- 
teresting, even though one would wish 
to hear of spiritual advance as well 
Here are some recent ones: 

The Kaiser-Frazer assembly plant at 
Haifa covers eighteen acres and will 
produce 6,000 cars annually. Under con- 
struction is the General Tire and Rubber 
Company plant which will produce 90,- 
000 tires and tubes each year, The Jeru- 


salem Shoe Company, a million dollar 
corporation, expects to begin export 
this year. The General Shoe Company 


of Nashville, the largest shoe manufac- 
turing concern in America, owns 25 per 
cent of the stock of the Jerusalem com- 
pany. The Hoffman-Orient Co., Inc 
organized by the U. S, Hoffman Machin- 
ery Corporation of New York, has a 
plant at Tel Aviv for the manufacture 
of washing and pressing machines, ex- 
tractors, tumblers, and similar equip- 


ment. The Service Knitting Mills of 
New York have established Sargun, 
Ltd., near Tel Aviv to manfacture T 
shirts, cotton briefs, and other under- 


wear, Anak Zippers is an Israel-Ameri- 
can meanfacturing company making zip- 
per products. The Capitol Manufacturing 
Supply Company is making pipe fittings 
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for buildings; the American Israeli 
Building Materials Corp., concrete 
blocks: Epstein Associates, prefabricated 
concrete walls. A group of Detroit busi- 
nessmen have organized the Rock Prod- 
ucts Corporation, a stone quarry or- 
ganization. The Sachs family, which 
operates six silk mills in Paterson, N. J., 
operates the two Ramat Gan factories 
which inanufacture silk and woolen tex- 
tiles. They occupy a site equivalent 
to tour New York square blocks. The 
Bulova Foundation has a Palestine $500.- 
000 plant for making precision tools, 
dies, and small machines. The Kesten- 
baum Mfg. Co, of New York and Haifa 
Bay (Palestine) take broken-down re- 
frigerators scrapped by Americans and 
overhaul them. They sell at a price far 
below new models and many American 
Jews are giving them to their friends 
and relatives in Israel 


Mr. Don W. Hillis of the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission in Chalisgaon, Khan- 
desh, India, sends the following refresh- 
ing news: 

“You will be interested to know that 
God led us to open the Light of Life 
Correspondence School here in India 
about two years ago. We now have this 
very simple course on the life of Christ, 
with the Gospel of John as the text- 
book, going out in four different lan- 
guages: namely, English, Marathi, Hindi, 
and Telegu. Through a gracious gift 
received from Moody Colportage, we are 
now to print the course in Gujerati and 


Kanarese. The present enrollment runs 
well over the six thousand mark, with 
a monthly growth of about fcur hun- 


dred students. Asa result of this course, 
we are receiving numerous 
of faith. We covet the prayers of God's 
people that those who thus profess may 
experience conversion through the min- 
istry of the Holy Spirit.” 


professions 


In Ulster, Presbyterianism is develop- 
ing a movement of revolt against so- 
called Modernism, and five churches 
have already taken position in a Free 
Presbyterian Church. It is the story 
with which we in America are so fa- 
miliar. Their seminary had become 
poisoned with Unitarianism and, as a 
result, the ministry showed similar de- 
viations. In a statement of the Cabra 
Free Presbyterian Church its leaders say: 

“Professor Davey, principal, and other 
professors in the Assembly's College, re- 
duce the Scriptures to the level of mere 
human writings, make little of our Con- 
fession of Faith and Shorter Catechism. 
deny the very deity and virgin birth 
of our Saviour, and place the Protestant 
doctrine that Christ bore our sins on the 
cross on a level with the Roman Cath- 
olic doctrine of the Mass. 

“Even the trial of 1927 failed to unseat 
these heretics who still have the reins 
of the College in their hands. The Rev. 
W. H. Nisbet stated that before him, as 
Student, Principal Davey said: “The 
Jewish view was that ‘Jesus was the 
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illegitimate son of Joseph and Mary,’ and 
I accept that view. _ Jesus had a 
downward tendency which our fore- 
fathers would call original sin, but which 
we could call the dregs of evolution”— 
and much more of the same sort. 

These laymen denounce the _ Irish 
Council of Churches for receiving the 
Unitarian Church into its membership 
and declare that, because of these semi- 
nary disloyalties, “many keen Christian 
lads who enter the College with a sin- 
cere desire to serve Almighty God 
later pitchforked into our pulpits, dis- 
couraged and bewildered, understanding 
neither what they teach nor whereof 
they affirm.” 

“The Irish Presbyterian Church is (no 
longer) the church of our fathers. The 
fathers were of sterner stuff than to 
tolerate men who betray their trust and 
violate their solemn ordination vows. 
The saintly Rutherford said, ‘Give not a 
1air’s breadth of truth away, for it is 
not yours but God's.’ Christian people 
today have contempt for the camouflaged 
Modernists in our pulpits and their half- 
baked These men care not for 
souls but for financial security and mate- 
rial comforts (abridged). 


Dr. J. Scott Lidgett, 
good works in behalf of all good causes, 


are 


essays 


notable for his 


among them temperance. and long 
warden of the Bermondsea Settlement, 
is one of the glories of English Meth- 
odism. Lately, at the age of ninety- 


eight, he was a preacher at Wesley's 
Chapel, London, on Wesley Day, stand- 
ing through the service without a sign 
of weariness, reading the Scripture les- 
without spectacles, and in ringing 
This was from Zechariah, and hi; 
definition of “holiness unto the Lord” 
was “perfect love.” For Charles Wes- 
ley’s injunction “to die to all things here 
below,” he would substitute that of John 
Wesley, “Do all the good you can, 
in all the can, . to all 
people you can.” 

That is a duodecim« 


son 


voice. 


ways you the 


biography of 


Dr. Scott Lidgett, nigh to the goal of 
a century of usefulness, 
The’ death of the Rev. Henry Carter. 


church leader, re- 
followed brother 
notable temper- 
yicuous for 


Methodist 
moves one who 
John’s injunction. A 
ance leader, he was also cons 
his rescue labors for Jews during Nazism 
and of displaced persons later in Centra] 
Eurcpe. And much more! 


Catholic hierarchs protested against 
the use of the Nation as ‘auxiliary read- 
ing in New Jersey public schools be- 
of articles by Paul Blanshard, 
which were distasteful to them. What 
good did it do? Mr. Blanshard expanded 
his articles into American Freedom and 
Catholic Power, which is the worst ex- 
posure of American Romanism to date 
and selling in many printings. 

Now they are protesting against Ra- 
fael Palma’s biography of José Rizal, 
which the Filipino Government has pur- 


English 
also 


cause 
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chased for use in the schools to the 
number of 10,000. The author is former 
president of the University of the Philip- 
pines. Rizal was the Washington of the 
Filipino people, who fought and over- 
threw the infamous monkish tyranny 
which kept the Filipinos down for cen- 


turies. No doubt the biography is un- 


flattering to his opponents. So is the 
truth about the friars. 

A rapprochement between Islam and 
the Vatican is described by Mr. Paul 


Blanshard in the Nation, What brings 
the old enemies, “Pope and Turk,” into 


the same orbit? Common fear of Rus- 
sian Communism; also common dislike 
of the new State of Israel. Why should 


the Vatican dislike Israel? Because it 
distrusts it as an infection point in the 
Middle East for new ideas, as represen- 
tative of intelligent and modern forces 
of social change, “In many ways Cathol- 
icism and Mohammedanism are brothers 
under the skin: both have their roots 
in a feudal] structure of power which can 
survive only so social ferment 
is repressed and existing class relation- 
ships maintained and fortified.” 


long as 


In Jerusalem, the Vatican proposes a 
great basilica to take the place of the 
present one over the alleged grave of 
Christ It would be a conglomeration 
of chapels for Greek, Syrian, Abyssinian, 
and Armenian, with a superchapel for 


Rome, For Protestants—no place—which 
is wholly appropriate in spite of the 
attempt of the parvenu World Council 


of Churches to identify itself with these 
apostate ones. 


Evidently there is lay restlessness in 
the domain of Reme which is causing 


disapproval of the present Pope. Pro- 
posals to emancipate the laity by mak- 
ing Roman Catholic organizations inde- 
pendent of the hierarchy, the two 
becoming parallel organizations of like 


rebuked by the Pope on 
October 14: “The expression ‘emancipa- 
the laity’ has an unpleasant 
sound. The hierarchy is of divine in- 
stitution.” 


validity, was 


tion of 


Varia.—To help safeguard the health 
of children, the churches of Iceland have 
tons of fish liver oil to South 
Korea. Note this is Iceland, not Ireland. 
Ireland receives; it does not give. 


sent 125 


Mr. John Gay, a veteran colporteur of 
the American Bible Society for fifty 
years, distributed a quarter of a million 
Bibles, Testaments, and _ portions in 
twelve languages, Sixteen churches were 
organized as the result of his labors 


Dr. Turner of the Bible Society, 
Buenos Aires, mentions two priests as 
calling to inquire how the Society could 
produce the Scriptures in such good bind- 
ings at such low prices. “Our Church,” 
they said, “has not gone as far as you— 
not yet.” They were evidently thinking 
of providing Bibles for their people. 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 23. LYDIA, WHO OPENED HEART AND HOME 


Acts 16:6-40; printed text, verses 6-15, 40 
Golden Text.—A woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.—Prov. 31:30 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 16:6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia 
and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy 
Ghost to preach the word in Asia, 

7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go 
into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. 

8 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stocd 
a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over 
into Macedonia, and help us, 

10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we 
endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that 
the Lord had called us for to preach the gcspe] unto them 

1i Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight 
course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis; 

12 And trom thence to Philippi. which is the chief city 
of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in 


13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river 
side, where prayer was wont to be made: and we sat down, 
and spake unto the women which resorted thither 

14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, 
of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: 
whese heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul. 

15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she 
besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she 
constrained us 


40 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the 
house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren. they 
ccmforted them, and departed. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons: the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


that city abiding certain days. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

WENTY years had passed since the 

stirring events related in the open- 

ing chapters of the Acts of the 
Apostles. For Paul they had been event- 
ful years. In them he became a polished 
Pharisee and an ardent persecutor of 
the Way of Jesus Christ. Then he was 
“apprehended” on his way to Damascus, 
and the persecutor became the perse- 
cuted. He escaped the pursuer time and 
again, at Damascus, at Jerusalem, at 
Iconium, but he also bore the marks of 
the stones. Since his commissioning at 
Antioch, he had been constantly break- 
ing new territory for the Gospel, till 
now we see him, by divine compulsion, 
entering a new continent, and taking 
another big step nearer the heart of that 
great empire which was yet to bow be- 
fore the Christ whom Paul preached. 
Paul, of course, did not think in terms 
of passing from one continent to another, 
for the continental line was not yet 
drawn. Nevertheless, that crossing of 
the Hellespont and the Aegean had more 
meaning for history than Caesar’s cross- 
ing of the Rubicon, 

Philippi gave Paul a taste of Rome, for 
it was a colony, which means that it 
was a miniature Rome, where Romans 
in military and governmental service 
sought to reproduce the life of their 
great capital city. A new kind of op- 
position to the Gospel was likely to be 
met with here—not that of unbelieving 
Judaism and outright paganism, but that 
of imperial loyalty as a religion (Acts 
16:21). Rome did not care what gods 
one worshiped, so long as he gave divine 


% % “ % 


honor to the emperor. The exclusiveness 
of Christianity was likely to bring upon 
it the wrath of the Roman power. The 
refusal of Christians to divide their wor- 
ship between Gcd and Caesar would be, 
and actually was, interpreted as rebel- 
lion against the state. What Paul ex- 
perienced in Philippi was but a presage 
of what he would suffer at the hands of 
Rome. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 16:6.—“Phrygia . Galatia 
Asia.” Galatia (including Lycaonia) is 
right in the center of Asia Minor (which 
did not have that name in the apostle’s 
time). Phrygia bordered Galatia on the 
west, and Asia was made up of the three 
provinces along the coast of the Aegean 
Sea—Mysia, Lydia, and Caria. See your 
Bible atlas. 

Verse 7.—“Bithynia: but the Spirit suf- 
fered them not.” Being prohibiteti by 
the Spirit to begin work in Asia, it 
seemed most reasonable to turn north to 
Bithynia, inhabited by wild tribes, vir- 
gin territory for the Gospel. But human 
impulses must yield to divine orderings. 

Verse 8.—“Came down to Troas.” On 
the coast of Mysia, near the west end of 
the Hellespont. It seemed as if God 
were pushing His servant into a corner. 
This was the ancient Troy of Homer's 
“Tliad.” 

Verse 9.—“A vision . . . a man of 
Macedonia , . , Come over , . . and help 
us.” The “corner” was the place of 
vision. The “stops” of the apostle were 
ordered so that his “steps” might be en- 
larged. 

Verse 10.—“We endeavoured to go... 
assuredly gathering that the Lord had 
called us.” The restraints were fol- 


lowed by strong constraint. The cer- 
tainty of divine leading calls for prompt 
action Assurance of the divine will 
does not paralyze, but quicken, human 
endeavor. 

Verse 11.—“Samothracia, and the next 
day to Neapolis.” The course was north 
from Troas, past the west end of the 
Hellespont, bearing east of 
Island. Samothracia is a rocky 
near the coast of Thrace 
the port of Philippi. 
days was good sailing. It 


Imbros 
isiand 
Neapolis was 
Doing this in two 
later took 
five days, in the opposite direction (Acts 
20: 6) 

Verse 12.—“‘To Philippi 
certain days.” 


abiding 
Paul made straight for 
the great center, according to his cus- 
tom. Philippi was named by and for 
Philip the Macedonian, father of Alex- 
ander the Great. Campbell Morgan says 
that Paul, “with the quiet dignity and 
restfulness that always characterizes the 
great worker, was content to spend a 
few days doing nothing.” 

Verse 13.—“And on the sabbath 
where prayer was wont to be made... 
spake unto the women.” In the absence 
of a synagogue, Paul sought out the place 
of prayer. The presence of women only 
did not hinder this one-time Pharisee, 
who formerly thanked God that he was 
“neither Gentile, nor slave, nor woman,” 
from teaching them, 

Verse 14.—“Lydia, a seller of purple, 
of Thyatira whose heart the Lord 
opened.” Whether she was a Jewess or 


a proselyte we are not told. She was 
a businesswoman, probably representing 
one of the great manufacturing concerns 
of Thyatira, famed for its purple dyes, 
and one of the cities of Asia, where Paul 
preach. The 


had been forbidden to 
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Lesson for March 23 


opening of the heart to the Gospel is 
the sovereign work of the Lord, by His 
Spirit. 

Verse 15.—“Come into my house.” The 
apostolic company won, not only a con- 
vert. but a home. The Christian grace 
of hospitality was quickly exercised in 
this first convert of Europe. 

Verse 40.—“Entered into the house of 
Lydia _ the brethren.” Lydia’s home 
apparently became the meeting place of 
the church in Philippi. See also Acts 12: 
12; Remans 16:5. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord,” says the Psalmist (Psa. 
37:23). “And his stops, too,” adds one 
of the quaint Puritan divines. But the 
stops are for the sake of the steps. Paul's 
western trip across what we call Asia 
Minor, on his second missionary jour- 
ney, Was a series of perplexing and frus- 
trating stops. How he must have longed 
to break in upon the great cities of the 
Roman province of Asia with the Gospel 
—Artemaia, the sacred town of the god- 
dess Artemis, and Smyrna, and Thyatira, 
and Sardis, and Laodicea, and the rest! 
But wherever he turned in Asia, the 
restraints of the Holy Spirit were upon 
him. His attempt to turn northward to 
the wild province of Bithynia met with 
the same divine veto So Paul was 
driven on to the coast, burdened and 
perturbed. He was as a man stopped 
dead in his tracks. But the place of 
straitenment became the _ observatory 
whence he caught sight of new fields, 
and the auditory where he heard the 
crv of need coming up from _ regions 
afar. God's stops are always new begin- 
nings. 

“Come over into Macedonia, and help 
us,” was the cry. Between the anguish 
of the checkings of the Spirit, and the 
clearness of the call, Paul must have 
expected great things in the new ven- 
ture. But he did not find the Mace- 
donians clamoring for his message! He 
began his ministry with a few women 
for an audience, and before long he had 
the Roman lash and the stocks and the 
inmost cell of the priscn for his pains. 
And when missionaries tell us that the 
heathen are calling for our help and 
our Gospel, they do not mean that the 
heathen will burn their idols at first 
hearing of the Good News, and welcome 
us with open arms. No! But when our 
message touches their sins and their evil 
gains, they will turn and rend us (if 
they can). It is not the desire of the 
heathen that calls to us, but their need, 
and “whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear,” it is ours to give them 
the Gospel which alone can emancipate 
them from their sore bondage. 

Nevertheless, when there is “a Mace- 
donian call.” the promise, “I am with 
you alway.” stands good. The Lord goes 
before us and with us. See what goings 
before we have here. The Lord had 
brought this seeking woman, Lydia, all 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. March 16.—Timothy, a Dependable 
Follower. ‘Temperance.' A-ts 16: 
1-3; 1 Corinthians 4:14-21; Philip- 
pians 2:19-24; 1 Timothy 4:10-16; 
2 Timothy 2:1-13 
Next Week’s Lesson 
13. March 30.—Luke, Physician and 
Historian. Luke 1:1-4: Acts 1:1, 
2; 16:6-10; 27:27; 28:1-10; Colos- 
sians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11 








the way from her home in Thyatira, 
where Paul was forbidden to preach, to 
Philippi, where he would come with 
the message. God ordered the affairs 
of a Thyatiran business concern for the 
sake of one scul and the Gospel. The 
Sabbath found her in the place of 
prayer, and as Paul preached the Word, 
the preparatory work of the Spirit was 
consummated in an opening of her heart 
to the Word. Whatever the part of the 
human agent in bringing the Gospel to 
sinners, the opening of the heart is the 
work of the Lord the Spirit. “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The Lord says, No—the divine re- 
straint (Acts 16:6-8). 

2. The Lord says, Go—the divine con- 
straint (vs, 9-12). 

3. The Lord says, Lo—the divine pres- 
ence (vs, 13-15) 


Topics for Development 

Praying Women. There may be dif- 
ferences of opinion as to whether women 
should preach, but there is certainly no 
suggestion of prohibition against their 
praying. Only the opening of the Books 
will reveal what the church owes to 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
N WHAT missionary journey of the 
Apostle Paul did the incidents in 
our lesson take place? 
2. Did Paul ever preach in the prov- 
ince of Asia? 
3. Did Paul ever preach in the prov- 
ince of Bithynia? 
4. Who 
Troas? 
5. How long did the voyage (1) from 
Troas to Neapolis (2) from Neapolis to 
Troas, take? 
6. Whe was the man of Macedonia? 
7. How was Philippi related to Rome? 
8. What evidence is there that the Jew- 


joined Paul’s company at 


ish population of Philippi was very 
small? 
9. Was a church ever founded in 


Lydia’s home town? 

10. What other apostle went to the 
home of a godly woman after release 
from prison? 

(Answers on page 221) 
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praying women, who not cnly have 
prayed in secret, but have gathered in 
their groups—generally small—to en- 
gage in this effective and holy ministry. 
We think of the two women who startled 
D. L. Moody by telling him that they 
were praying for him, that he might 
receive the power of the Holy Spirit in 
his ministry, and whose prayers were 
abundantly answered; or the two elderly 
women who kept covenant to pray for 
revival in the Hebrides of Scotland, and 
who have lately seen the fruit of their 
travail in the most spontaneous revival 
since the great awakening in Wales 
nearly fifty years ago. From my own 
experience I can testify to the miracle- 
working power of women’s prayer meet- 
ings. Here a women’s prayer meeting 
was the springboard of the Gospel for 
all Europe. 

The Man of Macedonia. Who was he? 
Why this should be a matter of theoriz- 
ing I do not know. Even so great a man 
as Sir William Ramsay, one of the great- 
est students of Pauline affairs in mod- 
ern times, plays with the idea that the 
man of Macedonia was Luke. It is true 
that at this point Luke first enters the 
picture as one of Paul’s company (v. 
10, where the first “we” passage of Acts 
begins), and no doubt Luke, who is be- 
lieved to have been a Macedonian, would 
encourage the project of carrying the 
Gospel to his country. But I think of 
Dr. Thomas Lambie’s vision, when, after 
one term of missionary work in Ethiopia, 
he was weighing the question of re- 
turning or entering his uncle’s big prac- 
tice in Philadelphia, as associate and 
successor. In visions of the night he 
saw a foul, leprous hand rising out of 
Ethiopia, and a voice said, “Take that 
hand!” As he shrank back from the foul 
thing the command was repeated. Hesi- 
tatingly he took that hand, and as he 
did so, it became the lovely, pierced 
hand of the Lord Jesus. There was no 
more question. The Man of Galilee is 
the Man of Ethiopia and the Man of 
Macedonia. clothing Himself with a 
world’s need, and calling to us, “Come 
over and help us.” 


Personal Applications 

When God puts on the stops, get ready 
for bigger steps. 

The impulses of the human spirit must 
yield to the orderings of the divine 
Spirit. 

If you are in a corner, look out at 
the new world before you. 

Give your best to the smallest audi- 
ence. A whole movement of God may 
be stirring there. 

Hospitality is one of the cardinal vir- 
tues of the Christian home (Heb, 13:2; 
1 Pet. 4:9). 

Cathedral, home, or riverside. wher- 
ever God's people gather, He is there, 


Golden Text 
Prov. 31:30.—‘A woman that feareth 
the Lord, she shall be praised.” For one 
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thing, her children will rise up and call 
her blessed when they realize the eternal 
inheritance of good into which she has 
led them. And if she have no children, 
God will raise up children to her in those 
who have been blessed and enriched by 
her godly influence. 
WHEATON, ILL, 
% 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“Hear Ye the Master's Call” 
“More Love to Thee, O Christ” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Lord, whose Spirit ever seeks to show 
us our need and draw us to the Saviour, 
we thank Thee for all the victories of 
Thy grace in human hearts. We thank 
Thee that Thy Spirit not only draws us 
to Thee, but guides us in serving Thee. 
For the lovely story before us concern- 
ing the salvation and service of Lydia, 
we give thanks, praying that our pon- 
dering of it may bless us, every one. 
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Lead us forth. set more resolutely to 
glorify and serve Thee, and ready for 
every good work lying in Thy purpose 
for us. With the sad, the sick, the suf- 
fering, and the sinful be present, Lord, 
to work for each after his need. To par- 
ents and teachers give all wisdom and 
help in training and teaching the young, 
To men in public office and government 
service give a sense of duty, a spirit 
of honor, and all needed wisdom. To 
those who guard our liberty against op- 
pression grant Thy strength and protec- 
tion. To Christian leaders give insight, 
courage, and selfless devotion, and pros- 
per Thy cause everywhere, for the sake 
of Christ. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text, 
“A woman that feareth the Lord, she 
shall be praised,” is notably true of 
Lydia. She has an honorable place in 
Luke’s story of the founding of Chris- 
tianity, and that has made her name im- 
mortal. Actually, Lydia played no small 
part in establishing Christianity in Eu- 
All that the Christian faith has 
dene in molding the thought and life 
of Europe and the West had its humble 
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start in Lydia’s home. Giving herself 
to Christ and His work, Lydia had a 
part in worth 
while, something tremendously impor- 
tant, something eternal and abiding. And 
all who make life’s business to be the 
promoting of Christ's cause have part in 
the most worth-while thing life can offer, 

A man who was president of a world- 
wide business concern was also most 
active in the service of Christ as a lead- 
ing supporter and wise counselor in the 
affairs of a great school for the training 
of missionaries and Christian workers. 


“EE YOUR ‘its BUSINESS 


One day that man said to his son, “There 
is an executive position at the school you 
may have. or you may succeed me as 
president of our company.” The son 
said, “I will take the position at the 
school, Father, for I consider it your 
most significant werk.” Not his great 
business success, but his work for Christ 
was the most significant accomplishment 
of that father in the eves of his own son. 
And the most significant thing in your 
life will be what you do for Jesus Christ. 
Indeed. until you put Christ and His 
Kingdom first. your life will have very 
little significance 


something wonderfully 














Only one life, ‘twill soon be past; 
Only what's done for Christ will last. 


VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And were forbidden of the Holy 
Ghost to preach the word in Asia (Acts 
16:6).—The Lord's time had arrived for 
the preaching of the Gospel in Europe. 
Let us praise the Lord for that fact: for, 
from Europe, the Gospel was brought to 
America! 

“Come over into Macedonia, and help 
us” (Acts 16:9).—That earnest, beseech- 
famous that it 
is customary now to speak of each appeal 
for evangelical help as a “Macedonian 
cry.” 

The charter of Massachusetts, granted 
by Charles I, contains 
the hope that the settlers to whom it 
is granted “may win and incite the na- 
tives of the country to the knowledge 
and obedience of the only true God and 
Saviour of mankind and the Christian 
faith, which in our leyal intention, and 
the adverturers’ free profession, is the 
principal end of this plantation.” The 
first seal of Massachusetts represents an 
Indian giving utterance to the words, 
“Come over and help us.” 


ing call has become s« 


an expression of 


“Immediately we endeavoured to go 
into Macedonia” (Acts 16:10).—The 
Apostle Paul informed King Agrippa 
that he was “not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision” which he saw at the 
time of his conversion: and here we 
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learn he was not disobedient to the 
earthly vision. 

It is sad to relate that some persons, 
after hearing a Macedonian cry, have 
hesitated so long that the vision became 
blurred or disappeared altcgether. The 
same is true of those who fail to follow 
the promptings of the Spirit. 

I have been impressed with the inci- 
dent which S. D. Gordon related about 
an experience of a prominent New Eng- 
land preacher, who was called upon to 
conduct the funeral of a young woman 
who had died very unexpectedly. As he 
entered the house, he met the minister 
in charge of the mission where the fam- 
ily attended, and asked him, “Was Mary 
a Christian?” To his surprise a pained 
look came into the young man’s face as 
he replied, “Three weeks ago I had a 
impulse to speak to her, but I 
and I do not know.” A mo- 
ment later he met the girl's Sunday 
school teacher and asked her the same 
question. Quickly the tears came as she 
“Two weeks ago a voice seemed 
to say to me, ‘Speak to Mary,’ and I 
knew what it meant, and I intended to, 
but I did not, and I do not know.” 

Deeply 
answers, a few minutes later 
girl’s mother, and thinking doubtless to 
give her an opportunity to speak a word 


strong 


did not: 


said, 


meved by these unexpected 


he met the 


that would bring comfort to her own 
heart. he said quietly, “Was Mary a 
Christian girl?” The tears came quick 


and hot to the mother’s eyes as she 
sobbed out, “One week ago a vcice came 
to me, saying, ‘Speak to Mary.’ and I 
thought of it, but I did not do it at the 
time, and know how unexpectedly 


she went away, and I do not know!” 


you 


“And unto the women which 
resorted thither” (Acts 16:13).—Dr. Mor- 
gan says: “Evidently there was no syna- 
gogue in Philippi, but there was a place 


spake 


of prayer. These were found scattered 
n many places where synagogues did 
not exist. Where there were ten He- 
brew men, it was by law necessary to 


form a synagogue This reveals the 
fact that there were not ten such men 
of the Jewish faith in Philippi, and the 
only persons that Paul found were a 
group of women, groping in the dark- 
ness, dissatisfied with the diffusion of 


devotion by the multiplicity of gods, hav- 
ing found the God, and gathering 
together for the purpose of worship. It 
is clear that before Paul arrived, the 
religion of Lydia was far more than 
mere intellectual interest. It was active: 
it was obedient. She observed the day 
set apart by the Law of God, and found 
her way to the place of prayer.” He 
also said, “God have mercy on the nation 
when women cease to worship.” 


one 


“And a certain woman named Lydia 
attended unto the things which 
were spoken of Paul” (Acts 16:14).—It 


is interesting to note that the first per- 
son to be saved in Europe was a busi- 
nesswoman—“a seller of purple.” Lydia 
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must have been in comfortable circum- 
stances, for her home was large enough 
to enable her to entertain Paul and his 
fellow laborers. 

The Lord, by His Spirit, opened her 
heart to attend to the things spoken by 
Paul. There can be no doubt that the 
things spoken by Paul were the facts of 
Christ’s death for our sins, His burial, 
His resurrection, and His manifestation 
after His resurrection (1 Cor. 15:3-5). He 
said, “Woe is unto me, if I preach not 
the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16.) Hence we 
know he was always at it. 


And, attending te such glad tidings 
spells salvation. It is not enough to 


hear the tidings with the outer ear, they 
must be acted upon—a personal appli- 
cation must be made of them. She mani- 
fested her faith by her baptism and her 
offer of hospitality to the Lord’s messen- 
gers. Faith works by love (Gal. 5:6). 
“Come into my house, and abide there” 
(Acts 16:15).—She did not only invite 
the messengers in, she constrained them 
She threw open the door of her home 
and became the first Christian hostess in 
Europe, as far as the record goes. What 
an important part Lydia played in the 
evangelization of Europe! Our lesson 
gives us an opened continent, an opened 
heart, and an opened house! 
Lydia is another example of 
repeated fact that when God 
workers, He never goes to the lazy and 
idle—He calls a worker! When He has 
work to be done. He goes to those al- 
ready at work. When God wants a good 
servant, He calls a busy person. 


the oft- 
wants 


Moses, Gideon. Elisha, David, Nehe- 
miah. Amos, Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, and Matthew were striking 
examples 

Wawona, CALIF, 

w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, just one thing I would 
like to impress upon you concerning 
this episcde in Philippi, to wit: there 
must always be a starting point for any- 
thing that is to grow into something of 
importance. Away up in Northern Min- 


nesota is the county of Clearwater in 
which lie the placid waters of Lake 
Itasca. This little lake is the recognized 


source of the MiSsissippi River. There 
had to be a source—Lake Itasca supplied 
it. A comparatively trickling stream, 
thrusting out, drawing the power of 
many tributaries, coursing through the 
heart of a great continent, nourishing 
life wherever it touches, finds itself be- 
coming a mighty volume flowing out into 
the sea. It is a true picture of the power 
of Almighty God taking hcld of a tiny 
impulse in the human heart to do His 
will, causing it to grow, like the mustard 
seed (Matt. 13:31, 32) that grows into a 
tree, out of all proportion to its begin- 
ning. 
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The Apostle Paul crossed the Aegean 
Sea on a shoestring, the world would say, 


At Troas, in a dream, he saw “a man 
of Macedonia saying, Come over 
into Macedonia, and help us.” It was a 


momentous change in his plans; it meant 
leaving the continent of Asia and going 
to the continent of Europe. How much 
would depend upon the reception he 
would meet there! Reaching Philippi, 
a chief city, he and his party (Silas, Tim- 
othy, and Luke were doubtless with 
him) found a group of women in a praye! 
meeting on the bank of a river, and there 
he preached the Gospel to them. One 
woman listened intently. She was Lydia, 
“a seller of purple,” and she gave her 
heart to the Lord Christ, “was 
baptized, and her household.” She was 
the first convert in Europe, and from 
that beginning the Gospel stream became 
a great swelling tide that swept not only 
over Europe but the Western world— 
and that includes you and me! Out of 
it comes the lovely Letter in the Bible, 


Jesus 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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called “Philippians,” with its leading 
theme expressed in the word “rejoice”; 
also that matchless passage of assurance, 
“My God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (chap. 4:19). 

Fellows, I am sure that Paul had a 
lot of faith. and it must have given him 
a thrill of pleasure that Sabbath after- 
noon on the riverbank as he saw how 
earnestly Lydia listened to his message. 
In her heart was the tiny Lake Itasca 
which would be the beginning of a 
mighty river. 

About thirty years ago a young fellow 
who had come under the influence and 
teaching of the late Charles G. Trum- 
bull, former Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHooL TIMEs, “purposed in his heart” 
to make his life count for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He journeyed south to Columbia, 
S. C., where he found a group of godly 
women in a prayer meeting (literally 
on the bank of a river, for the Broad 
River flows by Columbia), and, with the 
aid of these women, started a Bible study 
group—a class, first of four, then eight, 
in a room of the Colonial Hotel. He 
called it the Columbia Bible School, 
with a charted two-year Bible course. 
Attendance grew, first slowly, then more 
and more rapidly as the years passed. 
A few years later academic courses were 
added, and it became the Columbia Bible 
College, especially offering Scripture 
training for laymen, ministers, and mis- 
sionaries. Tuition was free: only the 
cost of board and books was incurred 
by the young men and young women 
who sought admission from all parts of 
the United States and foreign lands. 

Within ten years the enrollment of 
students numbered above 100, and six 
years later above 200. Now it is over 
500. Within 19 years Columbia Bible 
College had over 100 missionaries in the 
foreign field, and now the number in 340. 
Graduates going into the ministry and 
home mission work cannot be exactly 
stated, but the number is well above 500. 

A large hotel building was purchased 
during the first decade and remodeled to 
fit the requirements of the college, and 
when the enrollment outgrew it an ad- 
ditional whole city block, the site and 
buildings of the Columbia Theological 
Seminary (which had removed to At- 
lanta), was purchased to provide a men’s 
dormitory and library. All this prop- 
erty has been paid for and has an ap- 
praised value of three-quarters of a mil- 


lion dollars. The institution has also 
purchased a large acreage of scenic 


mountain land near Asheville, N, C., and 
established the Ben Lippen Bible Con- 
ference and the Ben Lippen Boys School. 

The young fellow who “purposed in 
his heart” was Robert C. McQuilkin. He 
is the president of Columbia Bible Col- 
lege and still going strong. Who can 
estimate the wide service for Christ and 
His-Kingdom that flows on in ever-in- 
creasing volume, starting with a young 
fellow’s deep-seated heart purpose for 
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Christ, finding its first fruits in a little 
prayer meeting where the women were 


gathered beside the river! 

Fellows, wouldn't you like to go to 
Philippi? 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A BUSINESSWOMAN WHO BELIEVED 
OU girls will be glad that our les- 
son today is about a European 
woman. Lydia may even have been an 
ancestor of one of us. If so, she is an 
ancestor of whom one might be justly 


proud. 
Turn to Acts 16. This tells about part 
of Paul’s second missionary journey. 


Silas was his companion, but from the 
first part of this chapter, it seems that 
Timothy joined them at Lystra. Read 
verse 6 and tell what surprises you. (That 
the Holy Spirit forbade them to preach 
the Word in Asia.) That means in the 
small province of Asia, not the great 
continent that we call Asia, Before we 
talk about that, read verse 7. Here the 
Holy Spirit hindered them from going 
into Bithynia, another Roman province. 
Now read verses 8, 9. and 10, and see if 
you can find one reason the Holy Spirit 
did not let them preach in either of these 
provinces at that time. ‘Because there 
was a greater need in Macedonia.) I be- 
lieve you are exactly right. Macedonia 
was part of Greece, so, of course, it was 
in Europe. Aren't you glad the Lord 
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directed their steps to Europe, to our 
heathen ancestors? 

At Troas, Luke seems to have joined 
the evangelistic party. Remember that 
he wrote this Book of Acts, by inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. In verses 6, 7, 
and 8 he used the pronoun “they” tell- 
ing about this second missionary journey 
of Paul's. But in verse 10 it changes to 
“we,” indicating that the writer was 
with them. What word in verse 10 shows 
that these men were good servants of 
the Lord? (‘Immediately.”) Yes, as 
soon as they knew the will of God, they 
set out to do it. Now read verses 11 to 
13. Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke had 
not come to Philippi to see the sights of 
that city, but to find those who needed 
their help. When they heard of this 
outdoor prayer meeting, they attended, 
knowing that there they would be likely 
to meet those who realized their need 
of God. Who attended this prayer meet- 
ing in Philippi? (Women.) 

If women were not faithful at prayer 
meetings, 1 fear that there would not 
be many. You girls are forming you 
characters right now. Those of you who 
attend prayer meetings now, will be 
among the pillars of the church, some 
day, if the Lord will. Furthermore, you 
will receive the first and best blessings 
that God has to give. Lydia did. She 
went to prayer meeting even 
she was saved, and there she met the 
Lord Jesus. She has the honor of be- 
ing Paul's first European convert If 
she had not gone to prayer meeting, she 
would have missed that honor. Lydia 
was from another city, yet she went to 


before 
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the Philippian prayer meeting when in 
Philippi. What was her business? (Sell- 
ing purple cloth.) Is it not interesting 
to realize that there were salesladies 
nineteen hundred years ago? There are 
three things said about Lydia in 
verse 14. What are they? (She wor- 
shiped God, she listened to the evange- 
and she “attended unto” Pauls 
words.) Next, she and her household took 
a public stand for the Lord. She might 
have thought, “I believe in the Lord all 


good 


lists, 


right, but I need not be baptized. That 
would hurt my business here in this 
heathen city.” But she did not. The 
Lord must come first, business second. 


So she tock an open stand for the Lord, 
first in next by inviting the 
preachers to stay at her house 

Now Susan and Deana will tell us what 
in Philippi. Susan will 


baptism 


happened next 


tell the story, while Deana places the 
figures on the flannel board. As Susan 
tells it. see if you can picture the scenes. 


This is one of the most thrilling stories 
in the Bible 

Timothy and Luke and the members 
of Lydia’s household may have been 
having a prayer meeting that night in 
Lydia’s home with others who had just 
been saved in Philippi. I feel sure they 
were all praying for Paul and Silas 
They must have been greatly distressed 
when they were thrown into 
The Book of Philippians shows a strong 
between Paul and the 
I wonder if they re- 


prison. 


bond of love 


Philippian saints 


alized that the earthquake that night 
was going to be God's answer to their 
prayers 

Verse 40 tells us where Paul and Silas 
went after they were released from 
prison. (Back to Lydia's house.) Even 
though two of her guests had been ar- 
rested, she kept the rest in her home 


She certainly had an open heart and an 
open home. Paul and Silas comforted 
the brethren there before they left the 
city How do suppose they com- 
forted them? said “We 
are free But we are 
elad it all happened, even though it was 
i painful experience and our backs are 
still sore We are glad because the 
jailor and all his family are saved now. 
There new members at 
your Lydia. We must 
journey, but 
you and the believers here can 
help and encourage the new converts. 
And thev'll be a help and encouragement 
to you.” 


you 
I expect they 
more 


men once 


be some 


will 
prayer meeting 
missionary 


other 


continue our 


I hope you girls never forget Lydia 
Even now you can cultivate an open 
mind to learn all that the Word of God 
teaches, and an open heart to love all the 
Lord’s people. Then some day you may 
have an open heme for the servants of 
the Lord. If you do, it will be a blessing 
to you and your children, as well as a 
help to them, and a service acceptable 
to the Lord. Our home was always open 
to the servants of the Lord. Early con- 
tact with missionaries and others whose 
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sole desire is to serve Christ is one of 
the finest influences with which you can 
surround your children. And remember 
one thing: Never say a word against 
one of them, no matter if you do see 
some small inconsistency. Let your chil- 
dren love and admire them. It is natu- 
ral for the young to admire heroes, and 
the best heroes on earth are those most 
like their blessed Lord 

I am sure Lydia did not criticize her 
She might have said: “I wish 
left that heathen gir] alone. 
He might have known that casting out 
her demon would anger her 
But Lydia does not seem to have been 
that sort of woman at all. She was a 
woman of prayer, not a woman of gossip, 
Don’t you want to be like her? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


guests. 
Paul had 


masters.” 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Lydia, Who Believed in Jesus 
(Acts 16:11-15) 
FIND a trail of footsteps follow- 
ing the Lord behind Paul! Timo- 
thy followed the Lord Jesus by follow- 


ing Paul and helping him. (Timothy's 
footstep might be added to the poster 
without removing Paul's.) Did you 


prove to be a dependable follower and 
helper this week? (Footsteps to be 
added for pupils.) 

Today behind Timothy we find an- 
other footstep starting to follow the 
Lord Jesus. (Blackboard. design like last 
Sunday with a fourth step for Lydia. 
By Paul’s step put the reference, Acts 
15:40: by Timothy's. chap. 16:1-3a.) 
Paul and his helpers were having trou- 
ble to know where tc follow Christ next. 
Whichever way they turned to preach 
the Gospel, the Spirit of God said, “No, 
don’t go there.” How did Christ lead 
them that time? ‘(By Christ's step put 
vs. 9,10.) You see, the Lord Jesus knew 
where there were people waiting to 
follow Him as soon as they should have 
a chance to know about Him 

By boat Paul and Timothy crossed to 
Europe. (Use the map.) New country to 
see, new people. But as always on the 
Sabbath Day they sought God's people, 
to worship together. No church (syna- 
gogue) here, just a few women who be- 
lieved in God and met together by the 
river for prayer. But where two or 
three meet together in the Lord’s name, 
who else is present? (Matt, 18:20.) These 
women had never heard of the Lord 
Jesus before, but soon there was a new 
foot following the Lord. (Put the ref- 
erence, Acts 16: 13-15, by the fourth foot- 
step on the blackboard, and have the 
reference read.) Now look carefully to 
see ‘f you can find four things Lydia 
did as she started to follow the Lord. 
(1. Listened, 2. Believed. 3. Was bap- 
tized. 4. Did something to help.) Now 
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Home Missionaries 


QUALIFICATIONS: A willing spirit 
and an earnest desire to win boys 
and girls to Jesus Christ. 


MISSION FIELD: Your community. 


LENGTH OF TERM: Average of two 
weeks during summer of 1952. 


REMUNERATION: Eternal riches. 


APPLY TO: Your local Vacation 
Bible School. 





LY es, this is your chance to be 


a missionary—to tell the Gospel story 
to those who have never heard, and to 
see lives transformed through faith 

in Christ. For all of this happens every 
summer in thousands of Vacation Bible 
Schools across America. 


Eventhough you have nospecial training, 
you can serve in DVBS. You see, 

the famous ALL-BIBLE VACATION 
SCHOOL lessons are designed so that 
even those without previous experience 
can teach. They take you through every 
moment of every day—they show you 
exactly how to prepare and present 

the lesson. With full courses for all five 
departments—Nursery through 
Intermediate—these lessons are truly 
complete to the last detail. 


Right now, take the first step toward 
real home-missionary service this 
summer. Get this FREE 52-page book, 
“Greater Heights,” which tells you all 
about Vacation School and ALL-BIBLE 
VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS. 
Send for or get your FREE copy today. 


Available at your favorite dealer's or 






434 SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO 5, ILL. DEPT. SSM-32 
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CHILDREN WORSHIP, TOO 


Why not have daily family devotions that even 
the little children can understand? Many people 
have told us that the devotions in THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENT are the only devotions for the 
WHOLE family. Here’s what you receive 


* Daily family de otions (written so children 
can understand and apply) 

¢ Practical home advice 

¢ Child training suggestions 

* Tupic discussions 

© Educational features 

A Bible-based magazine aiding thousands of 
families in maintaining a CHRISTIAN atmosphere 
in their homes 

Subscribe today, $2.50 a year. Introductory 
offer, three months of both THE CHRISTIAN 
PARENT and MY CHUM, children’s magazine, 
for only 31. 


The Christian Education Co. wcurste. us. 
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Now—with the New 
Schulmerich “ChimeAtron,” 
dreams of wonderful chime 
effects with your church’s 
musical offerings can come true. 
Large or small, rich or poor, 
every church—your church— 
can afford appealing chimes. 
Schulmerich’s “ChimeAtron” 

@ Has a 25-note scale, G to G, suitable for 
melody and harmony. 

@ Plays from organ keyboard or its own. 

@ Serves as tower chimes. 

@ Combines with Schulmerich’s automatic 
devices. 

@ Has remote control, button operation. 

@ Is the lowest-priced instrument of its type. 


the 0°“ \chulmerich 





For complete information, write to: 
SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
25140 Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 
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find something that proves that the Lord 
was there that day according to His 
promise in Matthew 18:20. When Lydia 
listened to the words about the Lord 
Jesus, the Lord cpened her heart to be- 
lieve. And when one believes, some- 
thing wonderful happens. Find it in 
verse 31. “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Mem- 
ory Verse). 

Has every boy and girl in this class 
listened to the story of Christ’s love in 
dying for him on the cross? Have you 
listened so carefully. that the Lerd has 
opened your heart to believe that He 
died for you? Then what has happened 
to you? Step 1: Listen. Step 2: Believe. 
Step 3: Be baptized. Lydia let all her 
heathen neighbors and customers know 
she was following the Lord. She let 
them see that her sins had been washed 
away, that she had been buried as a 
dead sinner, and had arisen to live, a 
new Christian person (Rom, 6:4). And 
that new Christian person wanted to do 
something for Christ, which meant she 
must do it for Christ’s people. for Paul 
and Timothy. Step 4. Yes, she would 
have them stay at her house. She would 
have them to meals. It would be the 
money she earned at her job that would 
pay for their focd. It would mean more 
work to get meals and wash dishes and 
make beds. But she was happy to do it 
for them—for the Lord Jesus! 

As the four steps are listed on the 
blackboard, lead individual pupils to 
choose the next appropriate step for 
them. Consider (step 3) baptism at 
Easter; (step 4) doing scmething for the 
Lord Jesus by doing something for His 
workers. Consult the pastor about tasks 
Juniors could do. Other suggestions: 
folding church calendars, group buying 
of some article needed by a mission- 
ary, preparing material for the Begin- 
ners’ teacher such as scrapbooks, collec- 
tion of old Christmas and greeting cards 
for missionary use. 

If you are going to keep step with 
Lydia this week, you ought to be taking 
all the steps she took! 

Orono, MAINE, 


vw 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


YDIA. a seller of purple from the city 

of Thyatira, who seems to have been 
in business in the City of Philippi, was 
the first person in Europe, of whom we 
have any record, to accept Christ as 
Saviour. Paul and Silas were there 
preaching, and they heard of a women’s 
prayer meeting that was being held out 
by the river, so they went. These 
women believed in God, but had not 
heard the Gospel of Christ. Paul and 
Silas preached to them, explaining the 
Gospel. Lydia listened to them, and 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
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she was baptized, and also her house- 
hold, who believed, 

Then she wanted to do something for 
the Lord, as every believer should. So 
she asked Paul and Silas to come and 
stay at her house. She seems to have 
been a woman with scme wealth. Paul 
and Silas went on preaching in the city 
One day Paul, through the power of the 
Lord, cast out the evil spirit from a 
slave girl, and her masters were so an- 
gry about it that they brought Paul and 
Silas to the judge, saying they were 
troublemakers. 

The judge had them beaten with many 
stripes, and cast into jail. You remem- 
ber that jail! They were put in jail 
and, to be sure they didn’t get away 
their feet were made fast in the stocks 
and at midnight they sang and praised 
God. How could they? They had been 
beaten till their backs were all cut and 
bleeding: their feet were stuck right 
out straight in front of them, and fast- 
ened so they could not move them, They 
sang praises to God! We could not have 
found anything for which to praise Him, 
I'm afraid. But they did 

You know the story A great earth- 
quake opened the doors of the prison, 
and the keeper was going to kill himself 
because he thousht some of the prison- 
ers had gotten out, but Paul told him 
they were all there Then the jailer 
came in and fell down before Paul and 
asked, “Sirs. what must I do to be 
saved?” Then Paul preached to him and 
to all in his house, and they believed 
and were baptized. The jailer washed 
their wounded backs, and gave them 
food 

Perhaps you think Lydia went back 
on them when they were put in jail, 
but she didn't When the officers let 
them go out of the jail, they went back 
to the house of Lydia, and there they 
met with the Christians before they left 
for the next city they were to visit 

How little we know about Lydia! We 
don’t know whether she was young or 
old: married, a widow, or a single girl; 
whether she was Greek or Jewish, There 
is no more mention of her in the Bible. 
But one thing I know, I expect to meet 
Lydia in Heaven, and perhaps I'll find 
out the answers to all my questions 
about her. How do I know she will 
be in Heaven? Because she believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ as her Saviour. 
She may have a high place in Heaven, 
for she opened a whole continent to the 
Gospel by her acceptance of Christ, it 
seems. 

We never know how much we may 
do for the Lord by just one act. Lydia 
did not know how important her be- 
lieving in Christ was. The Gospel has 
always been spread just that way. She 
and her household believed. We do not 
know how many there were, but they 
told others, and they told others, and 
so it went, clear down to the ones who 
told us about the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Right now in the island of Formosa, 
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off the coast of China, God is doing a 
wonderful thing. Thousands of Chinese 
are there, driven out of their homes by 
the Communists Thousands of them 
have heard the Gospel and believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Some day they 
will go back to their homes all over 
China, and every one will be a mission- 
ary for Christ. Some have gone back 
already, in danger of their lives, to tell 
their families or neighbors that Jesus 
Christ died for them. Fear of death 
never stops one whom God sends on such 
a journey 

You can always remember the name of 
Lydia: it’s not hard to remember. Her 
name belongs on the honor roll of those 
who helped Paul in the preaching of the 
Gospel in that first century after Christ 
died. Today there are names going on 
the honor roll for our century. Is yours 
going to be there? Is mine? Are we do- 
ing all we can to tell others that a Sav- 
iour has died for them? So many peo- 
ple today need to know, and a very 
small child can tell them. 

FELTON, CALIF, 


we 
-< 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 


illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 


Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

Her Tabernacle.—A woman that fear- 
eth the Lord, she shall be praised (Prov. 
31:30, Golden Text) Near’ Largs, 
Scotland, there used to live a poor 
woman with a large family. They lived 
in a tiny house consisting of a “but and 
ben.” Her husband was a laborer and 
found it hard to supply the growing 
needs of his family. To help ease the 
heavy burden the woman took in wash- 
ings. Day by day she stood over the tub 
or the irening board, with children and 
chickens about her, earning a little 
money. But the spiritual life of this 
woman was so deep and true, in spite 
of her hard labor, that her influence for 
good was felt in a remarkable way 
throughout the whole region. Even the 
minister would often tether his horse 
by her door when passing and take a 
seat by her, as she went on with her 
work, for the inspiration and help she 
was to him. One day he said. “My good 
friend, you always seem so near the 
Lord. How is it possible when you can 
never get alone with Him for a quiet 
prayer?” The woman, with a look of 
laid down her iron, seated her- 
self, and said, “Ah, Meenister, that’s 
whar ye mak’ the mistake. When I 
wint tae shut all oot I jist sit me doon in 
ma chair, an’ throw me apron owr ma 
heed, an’ I'm in ma tabernacle alone 
wi’ me Lord in a moment.” How beau- 
tiful, how wonderful to think that the 


surprise, 
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“OCCUPY TILL | COME,” said the Lord 


Remember God’s Covenant People the Jews 


The time is short! Watch events in the Holy Land prophecy is being fulfilled 
and the stage being set for the Lord’s return. NOW is the opportune time to act 
as in Isaiah 62:6-11: 

To PRAY fervently for Israel, until God will establish her. 

To PREPARE the way of that people (for the return of the Lord 

To PROCLAIM to the daughter of Zion that HER Salvation is coming. 

Our Great Achievement in the Holy Land 

Upon the recent visits to Israel by the General Director of The American 
European Bethel Mission, two important tasks were accomplished 

1. GOSPEL CENTERS in JERUSALEM and HAIFA were opened 
L, MORAL, 





, — », An ORPHANAGE was established, to care for the SPIRITUA 
and MATERIAL WELFARE of Hebrew Christian and other destitute children This Orphanage is a 
strictly evangelical, nonsectarian, and interdenominational institution 
Wistful, needy children look to us for food and shelter. We are the hands that distribute your bounty Do 


not fail us or these little ones. The Orphanage as well as our Mission Stations all are dependent on the 
Lord’s people Please share our burdens through prayer and practical fellowship in meeting pressing needs. 


Address your letters and gifts to headquarters: 
THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General Director 


Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, California 








252 N. Dillon Street 











4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Hlinois 


LIFE FOR HEBREW CHRISTIANS DOUBLY HARD 


From Palestine where there is such an appalling food short- 
age, an earnest Hebrew Christian wrote: “We have three chil- 
dren. It is often impossible to prepare a decent meal, as victuals 
are very scarce. Though for us Hebrew Christians life is doubly 
hard in the Holy Land, yet we have firm faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are so thankful for all you are doing to help us in 
our struggle to be true to Christ.” 


For these needy Hebrew Christians in the Holy Land, and 
in Europe, as well as on behalf of orphan children and the aged, 
we implore Christians to help us. What a rich reward is in store 
for those who remember Christ’s needy brethren (Matt. 25:40). 
An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will 
be gladly sent upon request. Please address communications to: 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 

Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


U.S.A. 
Dept. T 
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Your later years will be richer years if you invest now 
in the work of the Lord through an American Sunday- 


School Union 
ASSURED INCOME AGREEMENT 


You receive a generous, unfluctuating return on your 
money throughout your lifetime. You have the joy of 
knowing that after you are gone, your money will be 
put to work in the soul-winning ministry of the American 
Sunday-School Union. 

For full information, write Dept. 5 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Just Off the Press — 10,000 copies 


PAPAL Infallibility TOPPLES 


by Evangelist Michael J. Anzalone, ex-Roman Cath- 
olic. The story of my conversion to Christ. Repudi- 
ation of Romanism. Persecuted and Threatened. 
Hailed to Court by-Priest, etc. 7 chapters, 14 pictures, 
over 60 large pages. Leatherette covers. “Send me 
Papa INFALLIBILITY ToppLes. I have read some of 
your other writings and consider your work very im- 
portant,” writes J.F.H., M.D., N. Y. Order now from 


M. J. ANZALONE, Box 54, Niagara Sq. Sta., Buffalo, N.Y. 
10 books $5; 5 books, $3; 3 books, $2; one, $1; postpaid. 
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secret of the overflowing spiritual power 
ipprehended by that poor, hard work- 
ing, uneducated Scottish woman is the 
same power that filled the life of Paul 
the apostle!—From Bible Expositor and 


Illuminator. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzlu, North Tonawanda, N. Y. Prize 
illustration, 

God’s Restraints and Constraints.— 


They assayed to go into Bithynia: but 
the Spirit suffered them not (Acts 16:7). 
Many a time in history has supernatu- 
ral restraint and constraint changed the 
course of God’s servants. Livingstone 
essayed to go into China, but God suf- 
fered him not, and sent him to Africa 


to be its missionary general, statesman, 
explorer. Before him, Carey planned 


to go to Polynesia in the South Seas. 
but God guided him to India to lay 
foundations for giving a vernacular Bible 
to one-sixth of the people of the world. 
Judson did go to India, but was driven 
to Burma, where he built up an apcstolic 
church for all time. Barnabas Shaw 
was thrust out from Boerland, and 
trusted to God’s guidance of his cattle 
and cart, not knowing whither he went. 
until the twenty-eighth day brought to 
him the chief of Namaqualand, his “man 
of Macedonia,” who literally said, “Come 
over and help us.” How many secrets 
of such leading are yet to be brought 
to light, thousands of God’s servants 
having been forbidden by Him to follow 
out their plans because He has had some 
unexpected door of service to set be- 








Vhe 1952 Cruise will leave Chicago, 
gust 8, 
Passage, Alaska, Portland, 
orado Rockies. 
Philadelphia 5, Pa., 


in the future. 


Building, St. Paul 1, Minnesota. 


you wish to invest in 1952 travel, 


alluring suggestions, ‘Thank you. 





1952 ALASKA CRUISE 


Folder Free to You 





Sunday School Times readers, who enjoy travel, have a special trip 
each summer to look forward to: the Christian Fellowship Cruise to Alaska. 
July 14, and return to Chicago, Au- 
Included in the trip will be Yellowstone Park, Seattle, 
‘Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood, and the Col- 
Write to The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 
for free illustrated folder. 
study the folder anyway, and plan for a wonderful Alaskan trip some year 





If you have been to Alaska and prefer any other type of trip, you 
are invited to write to Northern Pacific 
Just tell us where you’d 
like to go, how long a trip you desire, and roughly how much 
and we’ll make a few 


Inside 


13th Street, 


If you can’t go in ’52, 


Railway, gor N. P. 
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fore them!—From the Illustrator. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Your Faith and God’s Hand.—Where 
prayer was wont to be made (Acts 16: 
13). 

Do you know what happened on that day 

When, burdened for souls, you tried to 


pray? 

Did you think you failed to touch the 
Throne 

When your lips were dumb, your prayer 
a groan? 


Over the sea in a hot, dry land, 

A sower sowed with faltering hand— 

But, lo! in that hour refreshing came: 

God's servant spoke with a tongue of 
flame! 

And souls long steeped in a land of night 

Passed from gloom to marvelous light; 

Away from idols they turned to God, 

Finding their peace in Jesus’ blood. 

‘Twas your faith had moved God’s mighty 
hand, 

His blessings poured down 
land. > 


—From Margaret D. Armstrong, in “Con- 
tinual Burnt Offering,” by H. A. Ironside 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans 


in a desert 


Preacher.—-Whose_ heart 
(Acts 16:14). Harry 
Why had he come to 
hear this preacher anyway? He felt 
like contradicting the preacher to his 
face! Finally he became so angry he 
could stand it no longer. He jumped to 
his feet and hurried into the street boil- 
ing with rage. As he reached the street. 
a woman was passing the church, “That 
preacher is crazy!” he exclaimed. “And 
it makes me mad! Why, the crazy man 
is preaching that people cannot be saved 
by their good works at all! He says 
that Christ finished the work for us 
when He died on the cross for our sins. 
And he says that all you have to do to 
be saved now is simply to believe it 
and trust in His finished work!” The 
astonished woman stopped in her tracks 
at this outburst. “So that’s the way to 
be saved!” she exclaimed. “Why, I have 
never heard that before in my life. 
Praise the Lord! Why, it is wonderful! 
Then I can be saved!” Thus she heard 
for the first time that God didn’t expect 
her to save herself. The work was fin- 
ished, and all she had to do was to be- 
lieve it and trust Him as her Saviour. 
And she did. that very moment.—From 
the Shantyman, quoted from Messenger 
of Peace. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The “Crazy” 
the Lord opened 
began to squirm. 


No More Liquor Here.—Whose heart 
the Lord opened (Acts 16:14). In a 
small town in Guatemala, a woman 
named Mercedes Morales operated a 
saloon with a flourishing trade. Some 
time ago she was going through some old 
papers and came upon a page torn by 
her son from a Gospel songbook. She 
read it, and thought it must refer to 
angels in Heaven, and spoke to her son 
about it. He answered, “No, Mother. 
those are the believers in Jesus.” “But 
where are they.” said she, “in Heaven?” 
He said, “No, right here on earth.” “Well, 
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then,” replied Mercedes, “I want to be- growth has been arrested. He or she 


lieve in Jesus; I want joy like that. But, had developed normally up to a certain 

see here, boy, is there anyone here in point and then, for some reason, physi- ws 0 * T 7 t A L 
the village who can tell me more about’ cal and mental growth had stopped. The atest: 

Jesus?” The son said there was a woman __ result was pitiful but none the less the SECOND LARGEST 

in the village who had a Bible. That shocking, for such a one is regarded not FRENCH CITY 

very day she found the woman, bor- merely as having stopped growing but in the WORLD has a 

rowed her Bible, and sat up all night as abnormal. There might conceivably . 

reading it. Then and there her life was be something attractive in a perpetual FRENCH Bible Institute 
changed. When customers came for childhood, or a perpetual youth, if these The French language is needed in 
drink they were told, “You can’t get were the normal expectancy. But when QUEBEC, Louisiana, Indo-China, 
any more liquor here because the woman one observes arrested development there Belgium, France, Belgian Congo, 
who used to sell it is a Jesus believer.” is a feeling of revulsion because it is West Africa. and French West Indies. 


She has a little store now where she unnatural. Instead of unfolding and 


sells needles, pins, and dress goods, and growing into maturity, the body and LEARN FRENCH WITH US 

















no one comes near her who does not mind have ceased to develop. Where or and 
receive a tract—From Guatemala News. the age would indicate maturity, the TAKE YOUR BIBLE TRAINING 
Sent by Mrs, M, Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, body and mind show weakness and at 
s ss 
wr | aa tae 8 BIBLE INSTITUTE OF MONTREAL 
Faith and Works.—If ye have judged However. all too few of us realize Incorporated 
me to be faithful to the Lord (Acts 16: that just such tragedies can occur in the ane? 62 Oe Gontrem, ©. 
15). spiritual realm as well as in the physi- Classes beg ae ancient ainda 
If faith produce no works, I see cal. Paul found this among some of the pa ak ea acess icant coms 
That faith is not a living tree; 
Thus faith and works together grow: When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 





No separate life they e’er can know; 
They're soul and body, hand and heart— 


What God hath joined, let no man part. 
—From Hannah More, in Christian Life. EASTE be Scenery a yy 
Sent by Mrs. Elvira Chase. Wymore, 
Nebr. AND 
ALL 
YOUR 
EASTER 
NEEDS 
from 


w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 213) 
1. The second ‘Acts 15:40 to 18:22). 
2. Yes. See Acts 18:19; 19:1 to 20:1. 
3. We have no record of it. 
4. Luke (Acts 16:10). 
5. (1) Two days (v. 11); (2) five days 


(chap, 20:6). - : 
6. The Son of man, identifying Him- Beautiful, hapressive Easter Gashaseand Scene 





self with human need For church or school auditorium. Easter Story Panorama in full 
i ae . colors, enriches your Easter services. Three blending scenes—end 

7. It was a colony. ; ‘: - . - ~ 
sections 4 ft. 1014 in. wide, center section 9 ft. 9 in. wide. Overall 


8. There was no synagogue, which re- —_Jength 1914 ft., height 7 ft. Complete scene only $7.45. 


quired only ten men, 
9. Yes. See Revelation 2:18-29. FLANNELGRAPH — RESURRECTION MORN | Easter Services and 
This splendid interpretation for the flannel board Easter Programs 
« 19-19 L ; 
10. Peter (Acts 12:12), is more popular than ever. Presents Christ as the The Savior Lives 
Yi s ife’s s. P i activ: 
Wheaton, ILL, answer to life’s problems. Prepared in attractive The joy of Resurrection 











og colors on flannelblot stock. Complete only $1.00. is in this simple service 
of songs, recitation an 
The Young People’s EASTER COIN COLLECTOR No. 537 Scripture reading for the 
This Easter Offering Dime entire school. Easy, wor- 
shipful, only 15c. 


Collector is printed in lovely 


colors, size 344 by 24 in. Holds Dawn In The Garden 


Prayer Meeting 





























By John W. Lane, Jr. $1.00 in dimes. Dozen 60¢e, A cantata-pageant in 
100 $3.95. five scenes. Time one 
oe hour, only 50c. 
» WV 2 
Guntay, Mash 3 EASTER GREETING CARD ASSORT. No. G-7351 a ee 
1. Growing Up Spiritually 10 beautiful folders featuring decorative floral arrange- SCHONOR GRE CHerctess 
x : for each Dept., only 35c. 
(Phil. 3:7-15; Jas. 1:19-27) ments, crosses and other Easter motifs. Four are large 
size deluxe folders with gold metallic underlays or color- The Empty Tomb . 
Topics are copyrighted by the International ful matching ribbons. Christ-honoring sentiments and Resurrection pageant in 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are appropriate texts. Box 60c. two scenes, only 35c. 





used by permission. 
ale ; er NEW EASTER BUTTON No. 4 
HIS week's topic and next w eek 8 Shows yellow cross, hyacinth and white Easter lilies 
are linked together in a series of two against lavender background with inscription, “He is 


Easter Bulletin No. 1800 


Colorful folder showing open 
Bible, cross, lilies and globe 





that emphasize spiritual growth. This Risen”. Dozen 25ce, 100 $2.00. of the w 
week we are to think particularly of EASTER SOUVENIRS 100 $1. 33. ‘000 $12.00. 

the necessity of spiritual growth, how Easter Crosses No. 1€ ass't of 4 designs with Scrip- Easter Envelopes No. 1806 

we ma *hieve i ‘ nee ture Text. Dozen 20c, 100 $1.35. : : 

y achieve it, and some of the ¢ « : — / Offering envelopes to match 

aster Tag No. 2152 “A Joyful Easter” with string. bulletin above, soft beautiful 

hindrances to it that we may encounter. Dozen 25e, 100 $1.50. colors. 100 70c, 1000 $5.00. 
4 Complete Catalog showing full line of Sunday Schoo! Supplies sent free on request. 


Some of us no doubt have, at some Order your Easter needs today. 
time, seen a person whose physical WM. H. DIETZ , INC. 10 Soe. Wabash Avenue, Dept. 16, Chicago 3, Ilinols 





222 (18) 


Comptroller of a Southern Christian Liberal Arts 
College needs a Christian secretary. — Particulars 
concerning background of experiences should be 
addressed to: Adv. No 690, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure. you will find it 
convenient and economicil to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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Aninspiring story of 
eternal hope—the story 
of Jesus’ Resurrection 


All the events of Christ’s Resurrection are 
impressively portrayed beginning with the 
visit of the two Marys and Salome to the tomb. 


Beautifully shown in full color reproduced 
from magnificent original art. Easy-to-read 
titles on each frame. Costuming,characteriza- 
tions and settings have been authenticated 
by thorough, expert research. 


FULL COLOR Price $5-00 


35 mm. only 
34 Single frames 


Order Now For Prompt Delivery 
If your visual aids dealer or denominational 
book store cannot supply you, write direct. 


Other Concordia Lenten and Easter Season Filmstrips 


The Last Supper .....28 Frames 
Jesus in Gethsemane. ......31 Frames 
Jesus Before Annas and 
Caiaphas. 
Christ Before Pilate 
Crucifixion And Burial Of 
Jesus. ... .38 Frames 
Jesus’ Entry Into Je rusalem . 38 Frames 
The Emmaus Disciples .32 Frames 


..37 Frames 
.39 Frames 


The Ascension Of Jesus... .24 Frames 
The Story Of Pentecost..... 32 Frames 


r All are Full Color 
: Each, $5.00 


35 mm. 










AUDIO VISUAL AIDS SERVICE 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. JEFFERSON + ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 
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believers he visited, for he speaks of 
being unable to give them the “strong 
meat” of the Word and the Christian 
teaching that they should have been 
able to receive. Instead he was com- 
pelled to give them the “milk” of the 
Word such as intended for believers who 
have just come into the Christian faith 
(1 Cor. 3:2, 3). 

Notice that the thing that was holding 
back these Corinthians and causing their 
arrested development was carnality. or 
fleshliness. The word “carnal,” or 
“fleshly,” found in the New Testament, 
refers to the old nature that still makes 
itself evident after a person has been 
redeemed through belief on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Paul himself had once suf- 
fered from such arrested development, In 
Romans 7 he speaks of desiring to do 
what he knew was right and good and 
yet being powerless to do it, and, on 
the other hand, doing the very evil 
things that he did not want to dc. He 
had been redeemed, but was still trying 
to walk under the power and direction 
of his old nature, failing to realize that 
he had been delivered from it and need 
no longer be subject to it. 

The Corinthian Christians, to whom 
Paul was writing in 1 Corinthians 3:2 
and 3, demonstrated in their lives “envy- 
ing, and strife, and divisions,” which 
were characteristics of unregenerate 
men, instead of love and harmony and 
unity of the Spirit which should have 
been evident in their lives as followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

In the second Scripture portion sug- 
gested for this week’s topic, James sug- 
gests some other characteristics of the 
old nature that are to be guarded against. 
such as wrath, or anger, filthiness, or 
unclean speech and thought, and over- 
flowing wickedness, and an unbridled or 
uncontrolled tongue, and the like. Such 
things are evidence of an arrested spir- 
itual development. 


Now how are we to remedy such un 
abnormal condition if we find such in- 
dication of arrested develepment_ in 
our own spiritual lives? Some of the 
means toward this end Paul mentions in 
the first Scripture portion chosen for 
this week’s topic taken from his Letter 
to the Philippians. 

First, there must be an overwhelming 
determination to consider everything as 
refuse in order that we may obtain that 
for which Christ has chosen and re- 
deemed us (Phil, 3:7, 8). 

Then there must be a complete will- 
ingness to count our own righteousness 
as nothing and the righteousness of God 
through faith in Christ as everything 
(Phil. 3:9). We are so prone to think 
we can stand in our own strength, and 
do something for Christ through our own 
energy. Only when we come to the end 
of ourselves, and to the realization that 
all that we are and can hope to be in 
Christ is a matter of His righteousness 
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We have the new loose. 
leaf as well as 35 other 


styles to choose from. 


Write for c sealog describing Scofields and zipper cases 


to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns —Choir Cassocks and Cottas 





Communion Linens -Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
Prices and samples sent on request 


J. M. HALL, Ine., 14 West 40th Stree 


New York 18, N. Y, 


ay In color, with art 


@ work and appropriate 
scripture. Ideal for 
gifts to customers, 
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THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX'888-AKRON 9, OHIO 

















CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Our ministry in India includes— 
BAZAAR PREACHING 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 


542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 


FREE CATALOG 














FREE CATALOG —of Sunday School supplies, Bibles, 
hymns, choruses and the best in Christian books. We 
have had 57 years’ experience in filling orders by 
mail from folk who don’t live close to a Christian book 
store. Satisfaction or your money cheerfully returned 





MOODY BOOKSTORE (ree.3t Stincs 


WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Ministering to the iff and training 
young women for medical services 





The new Indian Government demands the upgrading of 
college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952 De you 
want this sound evangelical work ot over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We need your support for our American missionary surgeon 
on the field. Send your gitts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, R. D 
3, Norristown, Pa 


\ FOLDING CHAIRS 
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DEPT. 69 SCRANTON 2,PA. 

















Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 


One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 
Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 
postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


























Exec 


Corr 


Cont 
Ph 


Adv 








J 


se- 
her 


ses 


I Xe 




















Lesson for March 23 


Che Sunday School Cines 


Puitip E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 





Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 


HERBERT A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 


JoHN W. LANE, JR, 
Associate Editor 


Correspondence Editor: Emity D, SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, 

Ph.D., Archaeology; ERNest GorDON. 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Bloom 


Former President 
Puinie E, Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
CHARLES G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 


Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$3.00 One copy, ar any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year 
One copy, five years, $12.50 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year 

Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th St., Phila, 5, Pa. 








and His strength and His enabling, can 
we really go on to normal spiritual 
growth, 

Finally, we must never. in this life 
feel that we have arrived (Phil, 3: 12-14) 
Our goal is likeness to the Lord Jesus 
and, no matter how far we have come 
along the path of spiritual growth, there 


is infinite pcssibility for further growth 
for those who will press forward to the 
goal that lies ahead of then And the 
blessed part of it is that, as we keep 
our eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus, and 


turned away from all that ‘self and the 
world have to offer us, we shall become 
more and more like Him until, in that 
day when He returns, we shall be made 
wholly like Him because we shall see 
Him as He is and be found in His like- 
ness (2 Cor, 3:18). 


PHILADELPHIA, 











The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the Internat.vnal 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 17 to 23 
Mon.—Luke 23:55 to 24:11, 
Among Jesus’ Followers. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The women also, 
which came with him from Galilee, fol- 
lowed after. and beheld the sepulchre, 
and how his body was laid.” Many 
godly women followed the Saviour, and 
were devoted to Him in life and death. 
The names of many of them and of 
others will ultimately be revealed in the 
day of reward. Great surprises are in 
store for many humble followers of the 
Lord Jesus. Many of the good deeds of 
the Lord’s followers will come to light 
by and by. May your name be among 
many called up for honors in that day. 
Pray for God’s people on the Island of 
Cyprus, 
Tues.—John 20:11-18. 

“I Have Seen the Lord.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mary Magdalene 
came and told the disciples that she had 
seen the Lord.” Although her testimony 
seemed like an idle tale to them that 
heard it. it gave the Lord special pleas- 
ure (Luke 24:11). It did more, it moved 
Peter to go to the tomb to see for him- 
self if it was so. Give your witness 
for the Lord in the Word of the Lord 
and it will not be in vain. It will be 
honored of the Lord eventually. Pray 
for God’s witnesses in the land of Egypt, 


Wed.—Acts 16:6-12. 
The Gospel Is Taken to Asia. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Philippi.” This 
Roman city enjoyed freedoms unknown 
in many others. They were relieved 
of taxation: and many high-ranking Ro- 
mans lived there. It was the first city 
in Eurcpe to hear the Gospel from the 
lips of the Apostle Paul. Marvelous 
providences prepared the way for the 
founding of that church. The story is 
in Acts 16 Her spiritual decline is in- 
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High School Teachers for a New Jersey Christian School. 
Write your training, certificate, if any, experience, and 
a brief sketch of your Christian life. Only replies meet- 
ing school’s need will be answered. Adv. No. 689, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 





—Christian Greeting Cards— 


For SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 
Write for catalog list. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Ine. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 
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"JOHN DEWEY’S EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY has done more 
harm to American young 
people than even John Bar- 
leycorn,” says a public school 
teacher of years of experience. 
Are you equipped to refute 
the fallacies of this subtle 
atheistic influence? 

Read Dr. Buswell’s book ex- 
posing Deweyism. Givecopies 
to your friends, especially the 
teachers of your children. 


Order direct from the author 


— THE PHILOSOPHIES OF F. R. 
TENNANT and JOHN DEWEY, 
over five hundred pages, 
$6.00, postage prepaid if cash 
accompanies order. 

J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 


President 


Shelton (ollege 


340 West 55tn STREET 
New York 19, N., Y. 

















By 


and many others 


JOHN RUDIN & 


1018 S. WABASH AVE. 








Cecilia 
A Book to Own, Enjoy and Give 
400 Years of Inspired Hymn Writing 


Children love its dramatic life stories. Busy grown folks get enjoyment 
from even a few minutes reading its vivid, brief chapters. Scholars 
appreciate its research and authenticity. 


NEW EDITION—NEW ART BINDING 


Hymns by Luther, Wesley, Stebbins, Bliss, Fanny Crosby, Issac Watts 
and other great writers. 

Gives the inspiration and human drama behind such favorites as 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”, “Old Rugged Cross”, “Jesus Loves Me” 





M.A. 





Margaret Rudin, 


Beautifully printed and illustrated, only $1.25. (Mailing charge 10c). 


Order your copy and a gift supply from your Dealer today or 


COMPANY INC. 


Publishers of THE BOOK OF LIFE 
Dept. SS 


CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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VITALIZE YOUR TEACHING With Effective Visual Aids 


Story-O-Graph materials include hand-painted scenery backgrounds, cut- 
out authentic Biblical characters, excellent lesson books, and the new 
Vis-U-Fold aluminum Telescoping Tripod and Flannel Board. 

Captivate the interest of your students with this fascinating picture 
method of presenting Bible truths. Materials can be used flexibly in tell- 
ing hundreds of stories, 

Start building your repertoire today. Write for literature to— 

P.O. Box 145M STORY-0-GRAPHS Pasadena 16, California 

















The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 
giving. Why not make use of them as God directs? 

















































With these brand new Gospel 
Light Materials al/ departments 
of your Vacation Bible School 
can live in an exciting nautical 
world this summer. Tiny Begin- 
ners will be ‘With Jesus By The 
Sea’; the Primary Department 
will launch out in “Bible Ships”’; 
Juniors will shout “Anchors 
Aweigh”; and Junior High young 
people will be “‘Aboard Ship 
With Christ.” 

All through the day this one 
theme will prevail—in Bible Sto- 
ries, worship service, missionary 


stories, music, handwork, and 


even the games. Everything is 
MATERIALS eae planned for the teacher to help 
emphasize the fact that Chris- 
tians are sailing with Christ on 
the Sea of Life. 

“Sailing With Christ’’ is dif- 
ferent because it has the one 
theme for the whole school. All 
publicity and decorations can be 
coordinated around the one idea. 
The teacher’s manual for each 
department contains a complete 
program for two weeks—full 
length stories, scripture memo- 
rizing helps, handcraft instruc- 
tions with illustrations, and fasci- 
nating visual aids for Beginner, 
Primary, and Junior Depart- 
ments to help make lesson truths 
more impressive. 





Summer is almost here! Write 
for our colorful brochure giving 
complete information about the 
courses, prices, samples, etc. Use 
the coupon today! 


Gospel Light Press, Dept. 15 

1214 So. Brand Bivd. 

Glendale 4, California 

Please send me complete information about your new 
DVBS course “Sailing With Christ.” 


Nome 





Address 





City. Zone. State 


DVBS Z GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 








timated in Philippians 3:18 to 4:9. All 
churches are exposed to this danger of 
Slipping spiritually. Prayer for your 
own church, as in chapter 1:9-11, will 
be found appropriate now as_ then 
Pray for God’s servants in the Sudan 
(Africa). 


Thurs.—Acts 16:12-15. 
The First Convert in Asia. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lydia, a seller of 
purple.” This businesswoman, deeply 
religious, but unacquainted with the 
Lord until she heard Paul preach at a 
service at the riverside in Philippi, be- 
lieved with all her family. She was the 
first convert to be baptized in Asia. Her 
piety and partnership in the work of the 
Lord in Ephesus is best told in the words 
of this chapter of the Book of Acts 
God’s blessing upon this lady suggests 
what God is pleased to do through de- 
vout women. Lydia sets them an ex- 
cellent example for work that may be 
done for Christ by women in many com- 
munities. Pray for the opening of the 
hearts of many women to Christ in your 
community, and for spreading the Gospel 
there. 


Fri.—Acts 17:1-4. 
Other Women Became Followers. 
PRAYER SuacestTions: “Chief wcmen 
not a few.” These wives of some of the 
city officials and of other notable per- 
sons in Thessalonica became converts to 
Christianity under the ministry of the 
Apostle Paul. They were among the 
first converts in Europe, This church gave 
Paul more rest than some of the others 
The Church today needs the blessing of 
such converts. A few remarkable con- 
versions would do great things for the 
cause of the Lord. Pray for Indo-China 
Sat.—2 Timothy 1:1-14. 
The Influence of Christian Women. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The unfeigned 
faith that is in thee, which dwelt first 
in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mothe 
Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee 
also.” These women were early con- 
verts to Christianity, for from a child 
young minister Timothy had known the 
Word of God. Moreover, these women 
had faith “unfeigned.” The influence of 
such godly women is incalculable. The 
promise of blessing is to “a thousand 
generations.” Pray for India and Pakis- 
tan and Ceylon, 
Sun.—Proverbs 31:10-31. 
A Worthy Woman. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A woman that 
feareth the Lord, she_ shall be 
praised.” Godly women of this type 
are the greatest need of the world. 
They are all too few. Only women 
who reverence the Lord and exhibit 
piety and such holy affections can 
have the praise of God and good peo- 
ple. May our world be newly blessed 
with a new generation of virtuous, 
benevolent women. It is the greatest 
need of this wayward world. Pray 
for Indonesia, 
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